
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 12, 2011 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Legislative Education Study Committee 
 
FR: Travis Dulany 
 
RE: STAFF REPORT:  REVIEW OF HB 603a (2011), CHILD CARE REGISTRY 
 

 
Introduction 
 
House Bill 603a (HB 603a), Child Care Registry, was introduced during the 2011 regular 
legislative session; however, the bill did not pass.  Among its provisions, the legislation would 
have required the Children, Youth and Families Department (CYFD) to develop and maintain a 
statewide database to be available on the department’s website that would track early childhood 
educators who are employed by child-care centers that participate in state or federal child-care 
assistance programs or participate in state or federal child-care assistant programs as licensed 
family child-care providers. 
 
Among the information to be gathered, the database would have published: 
 

 the early childhood educator’s name; 
 the employing child-care center’s name; 
 whether the early childhood educator has fulfilled the required 45 hour class and the 

required 24 hours of on-site training; 
 the early childhood educator’s status; 
 the number of professional development or relevant training hours accrued by the early 

childhood educator in the current calendar year; and 
 the number of years that the early childhood educator has provided child-care. 
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According to the CYFD bill analysis, the department that suggested it would need to expand its 
current Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) service in order to comply with the 
requirements of HB 603a, if it had been enacted.  
 
This staff report outlines: 
 

 the current configuration of the CCR&R service; and 
 the potential expansion of the CCR&R service. 

 
The Current Configuration of the CCR&R Service 
 
According to CYFD, the federal Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) requires recipients 
to provide a child-care resource and referral service, which the department offers through a 
contract with the University of New Mexico (UNM) for a website known as New Mexico Kids 
(www.newmexicokids.org).  Attachment 1 shows the general information provided by the 
database for a general search for child-care referrals in Santa Fe.  Attachment 2 shows an 
example of additional information provided for a particular center in the database, selected at 
random, which may include: 
 

 the name of the program or center; 
 the name of the contact person, which is usually the site director or owner; 
 the program or center’s phone number; 
 major cross streets; 
 the child-care program or center’s hours of operation; 
 the child-care program or center’s Look for the Stars rating; 
 ages of children for which the child-care program or center offers services; 
 if available, current openings; 
 fees and other charges; 
 if meals and/or snacks are served; 
 other specific information, such as specializations, if the program or center has a certain 

religious teaching, or if the program or center offers potty training. 
 
Along with the CCR&R service, the New Mexico Kids website also provides: 
 

 Look for the Stars for Caregivers and Educators, a rating system for licensed child-care 
centers and licensed family child-care homes; 

 child-care regulations and statutes; 
 professional development resources for child-care centers and employees; and 
 guidance for parents and guardians seeking child-care. 
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According to the current contract between CYFD and UNM, the CCR&R budgeted amount 
totals $120,000 for FY 12.  The breakdown of budgeted costs to provide the service is below: 
 

 Personnel Services and Employee 
Benefits  

$96,665 

Contractual Services $6,000 
Other- Supplies $119 
Other Operating Costs (Tent & 
Telecommunications) 

$10,960 

Administrative Overhead (5.5%) $6,256 
Total Budget Amount $120,000 

 
 
The Potential Expansion of the CCR&R Service 
 
According to New Mexico Kids administrators at UNM, the CCR&R service is supported by a 
product called NACCRAware, which is the software and data hosting service from the National 
Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (NACCRA).  According to UNM 
Continuing Education personnel, the expansion of CCR&R to incorporate the data fields 
mandated in HB 603a would be possible through one of two alterations to the current system: 
 

1. An amendment to the NACCRAware licensing agreement:  Under this option, UNM 
Continuing Education would purchase additional software and data hosting support from 
NACCRAware, including increased digital storage space and an application or terminal 
for licensed and registered child-care centers to enter individual child-care employee 
information; or 

 
2. An internally-built child-care registry system:  UNM staff estimate that, under adequate 

staffing conditions, this option would require at least six to nine months to complete. 
 
Under either option, according to UNM staff, several additional components would need to be in 
place in order to implement the requirements under HB 603a: 
 

 requirements for licensed and registered child-care centers to self-report the information 
mandated in HB 603a to New Mexico Kids based on a defined reporting schedule.  
Because the annual turnover rate for child-care workers in New Mexico can range from 
20 to 40 percent, the child-care centers would need to submit information about their 
employees to New Mexico Kids at least annually in order to ensure accuracy; 

 an initial appropriation to purchase, expand, or create additional software mentioned in 
the two potential options above; and  

 additional recurring funding to CYFD in order to fund additional staff to maintain the 
expanded system. 

 
Cost estimates for either option are not immediately available, but will be provided by presenters 
from UNM Continuing Education at the meeting. 
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