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Dual Credit  
Evaluated New Mexico’s dual-credit program, including the allocation of public 
school and higher education funding, the impact on high-school and post-
secondary academic performance, and geographic and institutional differences in 
program design. 

KEY FINDINGS 
1) Lack of consistent goals 

for student educational 
pathways and weak 
oversight undermines 
justification for dual 
credit program costs. 

2) An increasing number of 
high school students are 
taking dual credit, 
impacting state funding 
to public schools and 
postsecondary 
institutions. 

3) New Mexico’s dual 
credit program has 
provided access for a 
wide range of students 
but lacks clear 
performance measures. 

 

 
Background:

 

  Dual credit courses, college-level courses taken by high school 
students that count for both high school and postsecondary credit, are part of a 
strategy to address weaknesses in New Mexico’s educational pipeline.  In FY10, 
through both the K-12 and higher education funding formulas, New Mexico 
allocated $34 million for 10,985 high school students to take dual credit courses.  

Key Recommendations: 
• The Legislature should consider alternative funding for students who take 

dual credit courses. 
• PED should meet with LEAs to introduce new guidelines for the allocation 

of dual credit instructional materials.  
• HED should manage agreements between LEAs and postsecondary 

institutions to increase availability of quality courses and report on 
completed credits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Agency-reported Progress to Date: 
• The Dual Credit Council, composed of three members from HED and PED, 

met in October 2012 to discuss LFC findings.  
• A request-for-information and updated guidelines for dual-credit program 

transparency were sent to all LEAs and returned to PED in September 2012. 
• PED is developing a state-review process of all dual-credit memorandums of 

agreement. 
 
 
Outstanding Issues: 
• Funding for dual credit courses has not been revised. 
• A cost-effective and efficient way to purchase and distribute course materials 

has not been developed.  
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