
MINUTES
of the

FIRST MEETING
of the 

ELECTION REFORM TASK FORCE

July 6, 2005
Room 311, State Capitol

Santa Fe

The first meeting of the Election Reform Task Force for the 2005 interim was called to
order by Representative Edward C. Sandoval, co-chair, on Wednesday, July 6, 2005, at 10:12
a.m. in Room 311 of the State Capitol in Santa Fe. 

Present Absent
Sen. Linda M. Lopez, Co-Chair Audrey Jaramillo
Rep. Edward C. Sandoval, Co-Chair Mary Ann Sedillo
Rep. Janice E. Arnold-Jones
Sen. Dianna J. Duran
Rep. Mary Helen Garcia
Mary Herrera
Melinda Hughes
Leland Lehrman
Sen. Gerald Ortiz y Pino
Charlotte Roybal
Karen P. Smyer
Mario Trujillo
Rebecca Vigil-Giron, Secretary of State

Advisory Members
Rep. Kandy Cordova Sen. Rod Adair
Sen. Dede Feldman Sen. Ben D. Altamirano
Rep. Ted Hobbs Rhoda Coakley
Denise Lamb Rep. Justine Fox-Young
Rep. W. Ken Martinez Rep. Ben Lujan
Fred Vigil Rep. James Roger Madalena

Rep. Kathy A. McCoy
Sen. Mary Kay Papen
Rep. Debbie A. Rodella
Sen. Michael S. Sanchez

*Governor's appointees yet to be named at the time of meeting.

Staff
Paula Tackett
Tim Crawford

Guests
The guest list is in the meeting file.
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Handouts
Copies of all handouts are in the meeting file.

Representative Sandoval welcomed all to the Election Reform Task Force meeting and
asked that task force members and members of the audience introduce themselves.

Representative Sandoval asked Secretary of State Rebecca Vigil-Giron to give a brief
summary on the recent history of election reform that precipitated the creation of the task force. 
She stated that, during the 2005 legislative session, sixty-five pieces of legislation were
introduced wherein the legislature addressed a number of election issues and made several
changes to the Election Code.  Secretary Vigil-Giron stated that New Mexico has had a long
history of election reform and the New Mexico Election Code is one of the best in the country. 
However, the 2000 election brought attention to several election issues that need to be addressed,
including voter education, poll worker training, creation of a central voter data collection,
upgrading voting machines and making the process more accessible for minorities and
individuals with disabilities.  The Election Reform Task Force was created to address these
concerns, as well as to ensure that any obsolete language and conflicts with federal law are
addressed.  Lastly, Secretary Vigil-Giron mentioned the EAC (Election Assistance Commission),
which was appointed by President George W. Bush and will adopt federal voting guidelines that
will then in turn be adopted by the state of New Mexico.

Senator Lopez opened discussion on the proposed work plan and any additional interim
agenda items that the task force felt may need to be added.  Representative Sandoval asked
members to try to focus on the agenda items listed on the work plan as much as possible due to
the complexity of the issues and the time it will take to review them.  He indicated that he saw
this as a multi-year process and the focus this year needs to be on reviewing the bill that passed
and its implementation.  He asked the members to concentrate on what the legislature passed, to
see if it all works and, if not, to make recommendations to get it fixed in early January.

Representative Arnold-Jones urged the task force to make it a goal to continue reviewing
the Election Code and to update it when needed to address the incongruities in the code and to
ensure that it will continue to be one of the nation's best.  Representative Martinez expressed that
the basic issue reflected in the proposed work plan is the authenticity of the system and asked the
task force to target underrepresented areas and reach out to disenfranchised citizens to help get
them out to vote.  Secretary of State Rebecca Vigil-Giron reminded the task force that Section
203 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 is due for reauthorization in 2007.  Senator Ortiz y Pino
asked that the task force address same day voter registration, which will make the process more
accessible to minorities and the disadvantaged.  Mr. Lehrman indicated that the issue of recounts
needs to be addressed, including the up-front cost for the recount.  Ms. Herrera indicated changes
needed regarding voter ID cards, early voting and registration forms.  Ms. Roybal raised
provisional ballot concerns as they are used by large portions of minority populations.  

Representative Sandoval stressed that the overall important key is education, not only the
process, but what is available to the public.  Other issues raised were a review of HB 350,
mandating clerks to do precinct-by-precinct reporting of absentee ballots; the question of state
preemption over municipal election laws, including home rule municipalities; third party
registration issues; and the timing of open registration and early voting.

Representative Sandoval opened the floor to the audience members to express their



concerns and the issues they wished to be reviewed.  Feedback included voting and availability
of voting machines on reservations; implementation of a system wherein individuals can use
receipts to vote in the event that their paper work has not been entered or has been entered
incorrectly, denying them the chance to vote; ensuring the secrecy of ballots; the use of absentee
ballots at polling places; and concerns about random checks on voting system accuracy.

The task force was reminded to keep in mind, while struggling to balance all the
competing interests, that the overriding purpose of the election franchise in Article 7 of the
constitution of New Mexico is to secure full secrecy of the ballot and the purity of elections and
guard against abuse while providing for the efficient administration and conduct of elections. 
The most important issue is who gets to go into the voting booth fairly, freely and secretly to cast
their ballots.

The task force reviewed the proposed dates for upcoming meetings and agreed upon the
following schedule:

Date Place
August 15 State Capitol, Santa Fe

September 8-9 Gallup (8) and Laguna (9)
 

October 10-11 State Capitol, Santa Fe
*If these dates do not work due to conflicts then the task force will
meet on October 6-7

November 10-11 State Capitol, Santa Fe

December Task force will ask permission for a one-day meeting from the
Legislative Council if deemed necessary.

Representative Arnold-Jones asked staff to provide information electronically before the
meetings when possible.

Staff was asked to arrange a demonstration of the voting machines to be set up in the
rotunda during one of the meetings. 

Representative Garcia moved to adopt the schedule and work plan as amended, which
was seconded by Senator Ortiz y Pino.  The motion passed unanimously (or with no dissenting
votes).

There being no further business, the task force meeting adjourned at 12:06 p.m.
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