AN ACT
RELATI NG TO CONSTRUCTI ON | NDUSTRI ES; ALLOW NG MANUFACTURERS

TO CHOOSE | NDEPENDENT CERTI FI CATI ON ORGANI ZATI ONS.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 60-13-44 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1967, Chapter 199, Section 52, as anended) is anended to
read:
"60-13-44. TRADE BUREAUS- - STANDARDS- - CONFLI CTS. - -

A. The electrical bureau shall recommend to the
conmi ssion mni num standards for the installation or use of
electrical wiring. The recommendations shall substantially
enbody the applicable provisions of electrical standards for
safety to life and property pronul gated by a nationally
recogni zed underwriting | aboratory, as approved by a
national |l y recogni zed standards associ ation, which standards
are in general use in the United States or in a clearly
defined region of the United States.

B. The nechanical bureau shall recommend to the
conmi ssion mni num standards for the installation of al
fixtures, consuners' gas pipe, appliances and materials
installed in the course of a nmechanical installation. The
recommendati ons shall be in substantial conformty with the
Uni f orm Mechani cal Code published by the internationa
conference of building officials and the Uniform Pl unbi ng
Code published by the international association of
mechani cal and plunbing officials. Mnufacturers may choose

t he i ndependent certification organization they wish to
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certify their products, if the certification organization is
accredited by the Anerican national standards institute or
ot her accreditation organi zation sel ected by the comm ssion.

C. The general construction bureau shal
reconmmend to the comm ssion m ni num standards for the
construction, alteration or repair of buildings, except for
those activities within the jurisdiction of the electrical
bureau or the nechani cal bureau. The recommendations shal
substantially enbody the applicable provisions of a
nationally recogni zed building code that is in general use
inthe United States or in a clearly defined region of the
United States and shall give due regard to physical,
climatic and other conditions peculiar to New Mexico. The
standards shall include the authority to permt or deny
occupancy of existing and new buil dings or structures and
authority to accept or deny the use of materials
manuf actured within or without the state. The general
construction bureau nay set mninmumfees or charges for
conducting tests to verify clainms or specifications of
manuf act urers.

D. The general construction bureau shal
recommend to the conm ssion additional specifications for
any public building constructed in the state through
expenditure of state, county or municipal funds, bonds and
ot her revenues, which specifications shall enbody standards
nmeki ng the buil ding accessible to individuals who are
physi cal | y handi capped, and the specifications shall conform

substantially with those contained in a nationally
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recogni zed standard for making public facilities accessible
to the physically handi capped. Al orders and rul es
reconmended by the general construction bureau and adopted
by the comm ssion under the provisions of this section shal
be printed and distributed to all |icensed contractors,
architects and engi neers and to the governor's comittee on
concerns of the handi capped. The orders and rul es shal
take effect on a date fixed by the conm ssion, which shal
not be less than thirty days after their adoption by the
comm ssion, and shall have the force of |aw

E. The general construction bureau shall have
the right of review of all specifications of public
bui |l dings and the responsibility to ensure conpliance with
t he adopted standards.

F. Al political subdivisions of the state are
subj ect to the provisions of codes adopted and approved
under the Construction Industries Licensing Act. Such codes
constitute a mninmumrequirenent for the codes of politica
subdi vi si ons.

G The trade bureaus within their respective
jurisdictions shall reconmend to the conmm ssion standards
for the installation or use of electrical wiring, the
installation of all fixtures, consuners' gas pipe,
appliances and materials installed in the course of
mechani cal installation and the construction, alteration or
repair of all buildings intended for use by the physically
handi capped or persons requiring special facilities to

accommodat e the aged. The recomrendati ons shall give due
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regard to physical, climatic and other conditions peculiar
to New Mexi co.

H.  The trade bureaus within their respective
jurisdictions shall reconmend to the comm ssion standards
for the construction, alteration, repair, use or occupancy
of manufactured conmmrercial units, nodul ar homes and
premanuf act ured hones. The reconmmrendati ons shal
substantially enbody the applicable provisions or standards
for the safety to life, health, welfare and property
approved by the nationally recogni zed standards associ ati on,
whi ch standards are in general use in the United States or
in aclearly defined region of the United States, and shal
gi ve due regard to physical, climatic and other conditions
peculiar to New Mexico. Werever existing state codes or
standards conflict with the codes and standards adopted by
t he comm ssion under the provisions of this subsection, the
provi sions of the New Mexico Uniform Buil ding Code, the New
Mexi co El ectrical Code, the New Mexico Pl unbi ng Code or the
Nat ural Gas Code of New Mexico shall exclusively apply and
control, except for codes and standards for nobile housing
units.

. Modul ar hones and premanufactured honmes in
exi stence at the tinme of the effective date of the
Construction Industries Licensing Act shall have their use
or occupancy continued if such use or occupancy was |egal on
the effective date of that act, provided such continued use
or occupancy is not dangerous to life. Any change in the

use or occupancy or any major alteration or repair of a
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nodul ar home or premanufactured home shall conply with al
codes and standards adopted under the Construction
I ndustries Licensing Act.

J. The commi ssion shall review all
recomrendati ons nade under the provisions of this section
and shall by rule adopt standards and codes t hat
substantially conmply with the requirenents of this section

that apply to the recommendati ons of the trade bureaus."
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