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HOUSE BI LL 74
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,
2000

| NTRODUCED BY

Dani ce R Pi craux

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C SCHOOLS; ENACTI NG THE M DDLE SCHOOL
I NI TI ATI VE ACT; PRESCRI BI NG DUTI ES; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATl ON

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] SHORT TI TLE. --This act may be cited as

the "M ddl e School Initiative Act"."
Section 2. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] PURPCSE. - - The purpose of the Mddle

School Initiative Act is to provide statew de before- and
after-school programs that include extracurricular activities
for students in grades six through nine to teach and devel op
physi cal fitness, school pride and a sense of conmunity."”

Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is
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enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] DEFINITIONS. --As used in the Mddle

School Initiative Act:

A. "eligible school" nmeans a public mddle school
or junior high school, a public elenmentary school that
enroll's students in grade six or a public high school that
enrol |l s students in grade nine; and

B. "extracurricular activity" neans a conpetitive
sport or other activity that supports academ c, social,
| eadership or other skills and that provides opportunities
for youth, including academ c decathl on, cheerl eading, dril
team chess, journalism nock trial, nusic, art, dramg,
science fair, speech, student council, homework club or other
activity approved by the departnment of education."”

Section 4. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] EXTRACURRI CULAR ACTI VI TI ES- -

REQUI REMENTS- - DI STRI BUTI ON. - -

A.  Students at each eligible school shall be
offered up to three extracurricular activities, including one
sport and two other activities, during the school year.
Students enrolled in grade six of an elenentary school shal
be offered at |east two extracurricular activities, including
one sport, during the school year. Students enrolled in
grade nine of a high school shall be offered at |east two
extracurricular activities, including one sport, during the

school year.
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B. Extracurricular activities shall be conducted
before or after regular school hours.

C. A school district may enpl oy teachers or other
persons to teach and supervise extracurricular activities;
provi ded that persons enployed to teach sports shall be
qualified as provided by rules of the departnment of
educati on.

D. The departnent of education shall distribute
noney to | ocal school districts on an equal basis for each
m ddl e school and junior high school. Elenentary schools
wi th grade six and high schools with grade nine shall receive
one-half of the ampunt distributed to mddle schools and
junior high schools.

E. Money distributed for extracurricul ar
activities my be expended for materials and other costs
associ ated with an activity; provided, however, that no nore
than the maxinumrate set by the |local school board per
activity per senester nay be used to enploy teachers and
ot her supervi sory personnel.

F. The departnent of education shall nonitor
extracurricular activity progranms and verify through the
budget and program revi ew process that each eligible school
is conplying with the provisions of the Mddle School
Initiative Act and rul es adopted pursuant to that act. If an
eligible school is not in conpliance with the provisions of
that act or rul es adopted pursuant to that act, the school

shall not be eligible for noney for the follow ng senester.
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G  The departnent of education shall adopt and
promul gate rules to carry out the provisions of the Mddle
School Initiative Act."

Section 5. APPROPRI ATION. --Three nmillion dollars
(%3, 000,000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to the
state departnment of public education for expenditure in
fiscal year 2001 to carry out the purpose of the Mddle
School Initiative Act. Any unexpended or unencunbered
bal ance remaining at the end of fiscal year 2001 shall revert

to the general fund.
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