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HOUSE BI LL 335
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

St evan Pear ce

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO ECONOM C DEVELCOPMENT; ESTABLI SH NG A RURAL
AFFAI RS BUREAU | N THE ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; MAKI NG
AN APPROPRI ATI ON

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO.
Section 1. A new section of the Econom c Devel opnent

Departnent Act is enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] RURAL AFFAI RS BUREAU- - ESTABLI SHED- -

PURPCSE. - -
A. The "rural affairs bureau"” is established in
t he econom c devel opnent division of the econom c devel oprent

depart nent.

B. The purpose of the rural affairs bureau is to

provi de:

(1) conprehensive information on |ocal,

state and federal agricultural and rural econom c devel opment
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prograns to agricultural producers and businesses, rura
conmuni ties and | ocal and regional econom c devel opnent
organi zati ons; and
(2) assistance to agricultural producers and

busi nesses, rural comunities and | ocal and regi onal economc
devel opnent organi zations in applying for and coordinating
rural econoni c devel opnent prograns.”

Section 2. A new section of the Econom c Devel opnent
Departnent Act is enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] RURAL AFFAI RS BUREAU- - DUTI ES. --The rura

affairs bureau shall

A. devel op and maintain a conprehensive statew de
rural econom c devel opnent activity informati on database and
referral service;

B. establish a nechanismfor advertising the
exi stence of the office and its referral service;

C. provide professional assistance and information
regardi ng rural econom c devel opnent activity and prograns;

D. establish a reporting procedure to nonitor the
success of the referral service;

E. foster, coordinate and support the efforts of
i ndi vi dual s, organi zations and other departnents or state
agenci es involved in rural econom c devel oprment activities,
prograns or projects;

F. coordinate work with the regional councils of
the pl anni ng and devel opnent districts created in the

Pl anning District Act and supervise the work of any
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devel opnent specialists assigned to those regions; and
G devel op a budget and hire staff as needed to
operate the rural affairs bureau."

Section 3. APPROPRI ATI ON. - - One hundred thousand doll ars
($100, 000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to the
econon ¢ devel opment department for expenditure in fisca
year 2001 for the purpose of establishing and operating the
rural affairs bureau in the econom c devel opnent division of
t he econom c devel opnent departnent. Any unexpended or
unencunber ed bal ance remaining at the end of fiscal year 2001
shall revert to the general fund.
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