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HOUSE BI LL 351
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Ri chard D. Vigi

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO FI RE PROTECTI ON; PROVI DI NG FOR AN ANNUAL
DI STRI BUTI ON FROM THE FI RE PROTECTI ON FUND TO PROVI DE FOR
VEHI CLE AND APPARATUS PURCHASES; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATl ON.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW NMEXI CO.
Section 1. A new section of the Fire Protecti on Fund

Law, Section 59A-53-6.2 NMBSA 1978, is enacted to read:
"B59A-53-6.2. [ NEW MATERI AL] EQUI PMENT AND FACI LI TY- -

FUND- - CREATI ON- - DI STRI BUTI ON- - REVERSI ON. - -

A.  The "equipnent and facility fund" is created.
The fund shall consist of transfers made to the fund pursuant
to Subsection B of this section. Mmney in the fund is
appropriated for use by the state fire marshal pursuant to
the provisions of this section.

B. On or before July 1 of each year, a transfer

shall be nmade fromthe fire protection fund to the equi pnent
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and facility fund in an anbunt equal to ten percent of the
bal ance in the fire protection fund as of the precedi ng May
1

C. The equipnent and facility fund shall be
adm ni stered by the state fire marshal for distribution to
counties and incorporated nunicipalities for the purpose of
acqui ring portabl e equipnent, fire apparatus and specia
apparatus relating to fire departnment operations and facility
construction. The follow ng procedures govern distributions

fromthe fund:

(1) the marshal shall appoint a "vehicle and
apparatus acqui sition advisory commttee"” to assist the
mar shal in devel oping a grant application process and
approving grants for distributions fromthe fund;

(2) nunicipalities or counties interested in
receiving a distribution fromthe fund shall nake application

to the marshal

(3) no distribution shall be nmade unless the
muni cipality or county agrees to match the distribution with
at | east twenty-five percent of the value of the equi pnent or
facility. Each application shall include a detailed
statenent and plan for providing the match and the nature of
the financial or in-kind match to be provided. The
muni cipality or county may satisfy the match through a grant
fromthe New Mexico finance authority; and

(4) the total distribution given to a county

or municipality in one year shall not exceed two hundred
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t housand dol l ars ($200, 000).

D. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance
remai ning in the equipnent and facility fund at the end of a
fiscal year shall revert to the fire protection fund."

Section 2. Section 59A-53-15 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1984, Chapter 127, Section 986, as anended) is anmended to
read:

"59A-53-15. APPROPRI ATI ON FROM STATE TREASURY. - - Al
noney which fromtine to tine is deposited in the state
treasury and credited to the fire protection fund is
appropriated to the [eerpoeratien] conmi ssion for the use of
the state fire marshal for the purposes set out in Chapter
59A, Article 53 NMSA 1978 and shall be distributed by the
state treasurer and expended as provided in that article.
Hereafter, all suns in excess of one hundred thousand dollars
($100, 000) for pro rata distribution plus seventy-five
percent of the approved state fire marshal budget for the
succeedi ng fiscal year plus the amount certified to be

distributed as provided in that article plus the anpunt to be

transferred to the equipnent and facility fund pursuant to

Section 59A-53-6.2 NMSA 1978 shall be credited to the general

fund on or before June 30 of each fiscal year."
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