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SENATE BI LL 157
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Shannon Robi nson

FOR THE LEQ SLATI VE FI NANCE COW TTEE

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO TUI TI ON SCHOLARSHI PS; LIM TI NG AWARDS AND
ELI G BI LI TY.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 21-1-4.3 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1996,
Chapter 71, Section 3, as anended) is anmended to read:
"21-1-4.3. TU TI ON SCHOLARSHI PS AUTHORI ZED- - CERTAI N
EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS. - -
A. To the extent that funds are nade avail abl e by

the legislature fromthe lottery tuition fund and subject to

the limtations provided in this section, the boards of

regents of New Mexico state university, New Mexico institute
of m ning and technol ogy, eastern New Mexi co university,

west ern New Mexico university, the university of New Mexi co,
New Mexi co hi ghl ands university and northern New Mexico state

school shall award tuition scholarships for qualified
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resident students attending their respective institutions and

branches of those institutions.

(B—E horizod_i I : e on
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B. A tuition scholarship award shall be equal to

forty percent of the cost of tuition and fees per senester at

any of the four-year educational institutions set forth in

Subsection A of this section and sixty-five percent of the

cost of tuition and fees per senester at any of the two-yvear

educational institutions set forth in that subsection.

C. Atuition scholarship is available to a New

Mexi co resident student who neets the following eligibility

requi renents:

(1) the annual incone of the student's

fanmly is seventy thousand dollars ($70,000) or |ess, as

defined by the conm ssion on hi gher education;
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(2) the student:

(a) is accepted for entrance to and

attends one of the state educational institutions set forth

in Subsection A of this section i mmedi ately upon conpl etion

of a high school curriculumat a public or accredited private

New Mexi co high school or upon receiving a graduate

equi val ent di pl onmn

(b) is accepted for entrance to and

attends one of the four-year educational institutions set

forth in Subsection A of this section upon conpletion of a

hi gh school curriculumat a public or accredited private New

Mexi co hi gh school or upon receiving a dgraduate equival ent

di pl ona _and upon attendance at a two-year public post-

secondary educational institution in New Mexico that resulted

in the conpletion of the two-year curriculumor transfer at

the end of two vears, whichever is sooner, to one of the

four-vear educational institutions: or

(c) wthin one hundred twenty days of

conpl etion of a high school curriculumat a public or

accredi ted private New Mexico high school, or of receiving a

gr aduat e _equi val ent di pl oma, begins service in the United

States arned forces and within one hundred twenty days of

conpl etion of honorable service or nedical discharge fromthe

United States arned forces is accepted for entrance to and

attends one of the state educational institutions set forth

in Subsection A of this section;

(3) the student mmintains residency in New
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Mexi co: and

(4) the student muintained a grade point

average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale during his first

senester to qualify for the initial tuition scholarship and

he continues to naintain a grade point average of 2.5 or

hi gher on a 4.0 scale during succeeding senesters to continue

to receive the award.

D. A tuition scholarship shall be awarded for

tuition and fees for a maxi mum of sixty credit hours within

four consecutive yvears. A New Mexico resident student nmay

receive a tuition scholarship for part-tinme or full-tine

attendance at an educational institution set forth in

Subsection A of this section.

E. The conm ssion on higher education shal

prepare guidelines setting forth explicit student initial and
continuing eligibility criteria and guidelines for
adm ni stration of the tuition scholarship program
Gui del ines shall be distributed to the board of regents of
each institution to enable a uniformavailability of the
resident student tuition schol arships.”

Section 2. Section 21-13-10 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1963,
Chapter 17, Section 9, as anended) is anended to read:

"21-13-10. BOARD DUTI ES. - -

A It [shalH—be] is the duty of the conmunity

col l ege board to determ ne financial and educational policies
of the community college. The conmunity coll ege board shal

provide for the managenent of the community coll ege and
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execution of these policies by selecting a conpetent
president for the conmunity coll ege, and, upon the
president's reconmendati on, the board shall enpl oy other

adm ni strative personnel, instructional staff or other
personnel as may be needed for the operation, maintenance and
adm ni stration of the conmunity coll ege.

B. The community coll ege board shall have the
power to fix tuition and fee rates for resident and
nonr esi dent students of the district, to accept gifts, to
accept federal aid, to purchase, hold, sell and rent property
and equi pnent and to pronote the general welfare of the
institution for the best interest of educational service to
t he people of the community college district.

C. To the extent that funds are made avail abl e by
the legislature fromthe lottery tuition fund, the comunity
col | ege board shall award tuition scholarships for qualified

resi dent students attending [thet+—+espeetive—+nstitutions]

the community college. A tuition scholarship shall be equal

to sixty-five percent of the cost of tuition and fees per

senmester at the comunity coll ege.

D. [F+he] A tuition [sehoetarships] schol arship
authorized in this section shall apply [erty] to a part-tine
or full-tinme resident [students] student who, inmediately

upon conpl etion of a high school curriculumat a public or
accredited private New Mexico high school or upon receiving a
graduat e equi val ent diploma, [are] is accepted for entrance

to and [at+end] attends a community college. [Eaeh] A
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tuition scholarship shall be awarded for up to two

consecutive years begi nning the second senester of the

[ reeipient—s] student's first year of enroll nent [provided

the student nmeets the following eligibility requirenents:

(1) the annual inconme of the student's

family is seventy thousand dollars ($70,000) or |ess, as

defined by the conm ssion on higher education;

(2) the student mmintains residency in New

Mexi co; and

(3) the student mmintained a grade point

average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale during his first

senester to qualify for the tuition scholarship and he

continues to maintain a grade point average of 2.5 or higher

on a 4.0 scale during succeeding senesters to continue to

receive the award.

E. The conm ssion on higher education shal

prepare guidelines setting forth explicit student initial and

continuing eligibility criteria and guidelines for
adm ni stration of the tuition scholarship program
Qui del i nes shall be distributed to comunity col | ege boards
to enable a uniformavailability of the resident student
tuition scholarship.”

Section 3. Section 21-16-10.1 NVSA 1978 (being Laws

1996, Chapter 71, Section 6, as anmended) is anended to read:
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"21-16-10.1. TU Tl ON SCHOLARSHI PS AUTHORI ZED. - -
A. To the extent that funds are nade avail abl e by
the legislature fromthe lottery tuition fund, the board of a
techni cal and vocational institute shall award tuition
schol arships for qualified resident students attending a
techni cal and vocational institute.

B. The tuition schol arships authorized in this

section shall apply [eArHy] to a part-time or full-tine

resi dent [students] student who, immediately upon conpletion
of a high school curriculumat a public or accredited private
New Mexi co hi gh school or upon receiving a graduate

equi val ent di ploma [are] is accepted for entrance to and
[at+end] attends a technical and vocational institute.

[Eaeh] A tuition scholarship shall be awarded for up to two

consecutive years beginning the second senester of the

[ reetpient—s] student's first year of enroll nent [provided

renewal—of—an—additional—twe—years—upen—transfer] if the

student neets the following eligibility requirenents:

(1) the annual incone of the student's

family is seventy thousand dollars ($70,000) or |less, as

defined by the conm ssion on higher education;

(2) the student mmintains residency in New

Mexi co: and

(3) the student muintained a grade point
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average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale during his first

senester to qualify for the tuition scholarship and he

continues to maintain a grade point average of 2.5 or higher

on a 4.0 scale during succeedi ng senesters to continue to

receive the award.

C. The conmi ssion on higher education shal

prepare guidelines setting forth explicit student initial and
continuing eligibility criteria and guidelines for

adm ni stration of the tuition schol arship program

Qui delines shall be distributed to the boards of technical
and vocational institutes to enable a uniformavailability of
t he resident student tuition schol arships.”
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