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SENATE BI LL 200
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Ronman M Maes ||

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C SCHOOLS; AMENDI NG THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CCDE
BY ADDI NG A NEW SECTI ON TO REQUI RE STUDENTS I N THE PUBLI C
SCHOOLS TO BE PROFI CI ENT | N READI NG BY THE END OF THE THI RD
GRADE; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] READI NG PRCFI Cl ENCY BY THI RD GRADE- -

REQUI REMENT. --Prior to leaving the third grade, all students
in public schools are required to be proficient in reading.
The definition of reading proficiency shall be established by
the state board. Only students with disabilities deened

i ncapabl e of being proficient in reading by the end of the
third grade as deternm ned by their educational instructor

shall be exenpted fromthis requirement. Additionally,
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students who have been assessed as non-English or limted
Engl i sh proficient using state-approved | anguage assessnents
and neeting required thresholds shall be exenpted fromthis
requi rement and provided an alternative programin their
primary | anguage. "

Section 2. APPROPRIATION.--Three mllion dollars
(%3, 000,000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to the
state department of public education for expenditure in
fiscal year 2001 to fund a tutorial programin all school
districts for students in public schools to be proficient in
reading by the end of the third grade. Any unexpended or
unencunber ed bal ance remai ning at the end of fiscal year 2001
shall revert to the general fund.
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