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SENATE BI LL 288
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Mark L. Boitano

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON;  ENACTI NG THE NEW MEXI CO VI RTUAL SCHOCL
ACT; PROVI DI NG FOR THE DESI GN AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF A VI RTUAL
SCHOOL; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON; DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. SHORT TITLE. --This act may be cited as the
"New Mexico Virtual School Act".
Section 2. FIND NGS AND PURPCSE. - -
A. The legislature finds that:

(1) due to high mobility, geographic
isolation, inability to participate fully in fornmal
educational settings, limted | anguage fluency and personal
ci rcunst ances and choi ce, nmany students |ack access to
advanced and enhanced | earni ng opportunities;

(2) schools face unprecedented chal | enges

due to teacher shortages in critical content areas, financial
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constraints and i nadequat e professional devel opnent
resources; and
(3) distance |earning provides solutions to
t he needs that students and school s face.
B. The purpose of the New Mexico Virtual School
Act is to design and inplement a virtual school that wll:
(1) offer a distributed | earning nodel to
provide all New Mexico students with an equal opportunity to
devel op a strong academ c foundati on;
(2) expand educational choice for all New
Mexi co students; and
(3) offer unique and effective |earning
opportunities not otherw se avail abl e.
Section 3. DEFINITIONS. --As used in the New Mexico
Virtual School Act:
A. "departnment" means the state departnent of
publ i c educati on;
B. "state board" neans the state board of
education; and
C. "superintendent" nmeans the superintendent of
public instruction.
Section 4. VIRTUAL SCHOOL DESI GN AND | MPLEMENTATI ON
TEAM - MEMBERSHI P- - DUTI ES- - TERM NATI ON. - -
A.  The "virtual school design and inplenmentation
teant is created as an advisory commttee within the
departnent. The team shall consist of fourteen nenbers. One

menber shall be appointed by the speaker of the house of
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representatives and one nenber shall be appointed by the
president pro tenpore of the senate. The remaining twelve
menbers shall be appointed by the state board as foll ows:

(1) one nenber with expertise in district
adm ni strati on;

(2) one nmenber with expertise in high school
adm ni stration and curricul um

(3) one nenber with expertise in mddle
school adm nistration and curricul um

(4) one nenber with expertise in elenmentary
school admi nistration and curricul um

(5) one nmenber who is a parent of a school -
age chil d;

(6) one nmenber with expertise in teaching in
a di stance-| earni ng environment;

(7) one nenber to represent charter school s;

(8) one nmenber to represent the council on
technol ogy in education;

(9) one nenber to represent private school s;

(10) one nenber to represent hone school s;

(11) one nenber to represent the comm ssion
on hi gher education; and

(12) one nenber to represent the state
boar d.

B. The virtual school design and inplenentation

team shall neet at the call of the chairman and shall neet

not | ess than nonthly. The chairman shall be el ected from
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anong the nmenbers of the team Menbers of the team who are
not public enployees shall not be paid but shall receive per
diemand m | eage as provided in the Per Diem and M| eage Act.

C. The departnent shall provide such
adm ni strative assistance, neeting space and ot her necessary
facilities and support services as the virtual school design
and i npl enentation team nmay request.

D. The virtual school design and inplenentation
team shal |l advise the state board on all policies,
strategi es, organi zational structures and other matters
necessary to establish a virtual school, including:

(1) a professional devel opnent nodel for
potential instructors;

(2) the identification of a pool of
gualified instructors;

(3) an inplenentation franmework;

(4) policies concerning student recruitnent,
enrol I ment and credit;

(5) instructor conpensation;

(6) appropriate courses for a virtua
school

(7) nethods to ensure accountability; and

(8) future funding options and budget needs.

E. The virtual school design and inplenentation
team shall termnate on July 1, 2001 or when the state board
determ nes that a virtual school has been successfully

i npl emented and the team has conpleted its work, whichever is
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sooner.

Section 5. STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON- - SUPERI NTENDENT OF
PUBLI C | NSTRUCTI ON- - COUNCI L ON TECHNCLOGY | N EDUCATI ON- -
ADDI TI ONAL DUTI ES. - -

A. Using the recommendati ons and advice of the
virtual school design and inplenentation team the state
board shall, by rule, establish policies:

(1) to successfully inplenment a virtua
school that will capitalize on the existing and expandi ng
techni cal infrastructures to:

(a) provide curriculumand instruction
statew de through a variety of interactive technol ogi es;

(b) offer web-based and ot her forns of
interactive di stance-learning courses fromecertified skilled
instructors; and

(c) allow students to interact with
peers and classmates and receive the quality education they
need to pursue further study;

(2) to enhance and expand | earning
opportunities based on the New Mexico content standards and
benchmar ks; and

(3) that provide a vehicle for professional
devel opnent for teachers.

B. The superintendent shall

(1) inplement the policies of the state
board in establishing the virtual school;

(2) prepare, for the approval of the state
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board, progress reports on the status of the virtual school.
One report shall be prepared by July 1 of each year and
submtted to the |l egislative education study comm ttee and
anot her report shall be prepared by January 1 of each year
and submtted to the |egislature; and

(3) wth the approval of the state board,
hire an adm ni strator of the virtual school and such other
personnel as are necessary to carry out the provisions of the
New Mexi co Virtual School Act.

C. The council on technol ogy in education shal
act as an advisory council to the departnent, the state board
and the legislature on all issues related to the further
devel opnent of the virtual school.

Section 6. APPROPRIATION.--One mllion dollars
(%1, 000,000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to the
state departnment of public education for expenditure in
fiscal years 2000 and 2001 for the purposes of carrying out
t he provisions of the New Mexico Virtual School Act. Any
unexpended or unencunbered bal ance remai ning at the end of
fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the general fund.

Section 7. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i mredi ately.
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