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legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.
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New Mexico Attorney General

Adminigrative Office of the Courts (AOC)

SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Bill 179 would enact the Firearms Industry Lawsuit Reform Act, reserving the authority to file certain
types of lawsuits againg firearm manufacturers to the sate. The Act would dso diminate ligbility for firearms
manufacturers for failing to warn firearms users that fireearms have the potentia to cause seriousinjury,
property damage or death. House Bill 179 would apply to pending lawsuits or lawsuits filed on or after the
effective date of the Act.

Significant Issues

According to Attorney Generd analys's, Section 5 of House Bill 179 is uncongtitutional because "no act of
the legidature shdl affect the right or remedy of either party, or change the rules of evidence or procedure, in
any pending case (Article 1V, sec. 34, New Mexico Congtitution)." Also, Sections 3(A) and 3(B) are
uncongtitutiona because ""'no person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law;
nor shall any person be denied equa protection of the laws (Article 11, sec. 18, New Mexico Condtitution).”
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