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NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.

FISCALIMPACTREPORT

|SPONSOR: ||Knauer ”DATE TYPED: ||01/29/00 “HB ||239 |

[SHORT TITLE: [Programs For Homeless Veterans 8 |
| ANALYSTpickering |

APPROPRIATION

Appropriation Contained Egtimated Additional |mpact Recurring Fund
FY00 Fyol FY00 Fyol or Non-Rec Affected
NFI | $100.0 Minimal||Recurring |lGF

(Parenthesis () Indicate Expenditure Decreases)

Duplicates SB35

SOURCES OF INFORMATION
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New Mexico Veterans Service Commission (NMVSC)

SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

HB289 appropriates $100.0 from the general fund to NMV SC for expenditure in FY 2001 to provide
community-based rehabilitation and programs for homeless veterans. Any unexpended or unencumbered
balance remaining at the end of FY 2001 shdl revert to the generad fund.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

According to the agency, the bill creates funding for homeless services and programs, but contains no
appropriation for associated adminigtrative costs.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

NMV SC reported that HB289 would add some additiona expensesin the categories of travel, supplies and
meaterials and operating costs.

CONFLICT/DUPLICATION/COMPANIONSHIP/RELATIONSHIP

HB289 duplicates SB35.

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

While not explicitly stated, HB289 implies that funding be used in contractua services snce NMVSC hasan
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established contractud arrangement with severd veterans organizations to provide benefit clams assstance,
trangportation ddlivery and referra services. However, the agency expressed serious concern about the bill's
broad |anguage, which does not define what types of community-based rehabilitation services and programs
NMV SC isto administer. The agency could use the funding to develop initiatives with new contractors or
continue with its existing programs.

ALTERNATIVES

NMYV SC recommended an appropriation to fund a statewide study to better assess homel essness among
New Mexico's veterans. Consequently, the agency views this as ameans for the sate to develop awider
range of projects to reach the target population.

CONSEQUENCES OF NOT ENACTING THISBILL

Homelessness among veterans will continue to be a pressing issue.

RWP/gm
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