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NOTE: As provided in LFC policy, this report is intended for use by the standing finance committees of the 
legislature.  The Legislative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of the information in 
this report when used in any other situation.

Only the most recent FIR version, excluding attachments, is available on the Intranet. Previously issued FIRs and 
attachments may be obtained from the LFC office in Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.

F I S C A L I M P A C T R E P O R T

APPROPRIATION

(Parenthesis ( ) Indicate Expenditure Decreases)

Duplicates/Conflicts with/Companion to/Relates to 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Agency analysis not provided

SPONSOR: Pearce DATE TYPED: 02/04/00 HB 335
SHORT TITLE: Rural Affairs Bureau SB

ANALYST: Woodlee

Appropriation Contained Estimated Additional Impact Recurring 

or Non-Rec

Fund

AffectedFY00 FY01 FY00 FY01

$ 100.0 Recurring General Fund
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Bill 335 establishes a Rural Affairs Bureau in the Economic Development Department. The bill 
provides for the purpose and the duties of the bureau, and appropriates funds.

Significant Issues

The proposed purpose of the Rural Affairs Bureau is to provide comprehensive information on various 
agricultural and rural economic development programs to agricultural producers and businesses, rural 
communities, and local and regional economic organizations. In addition, the bureau is to provide assistance 
to these entities in applying for and coordinating rural economic development programs.

The duties of the Rural Affairs Bureau of the Economic Development Department are proposed to be:

1. Develop and maintain a comprehensive statewide rural economic development activity information 
database and referral service;

2. Establish a mechanism for advertising the existence of the office and its referral service;

3. Provide professional assistance and information regarding rural economic development activity and 
programs;

4. Establish a reporting procedure to monitor the success of the referral service;

5. Foster, coordinate and support the efforts of individuals and entities involved in rural economic 
development activities, programs, or projects;

6. Coordinate work with the regional councils of the planning and development districts created in the 
Planning District Act and supervise the work of any development specialists assigned to those regions; and

7. Develop a budget and hire staff as needed to operate the Rural Affairs Bureau.
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FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

The bill appropriates $100.0 from the general fund to the Economic Development Department for 
expenditure in fiscal year 2001 to establish and operate the Rural Affairs Bureau in the Economic 
Development Division of the Economic Development Department. Any unexpended or unencumbered 
balance remaining at the end of fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the general fund.
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