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legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Bill 444 amends the Historical Codes Act to mandate thét, to the extent funds are available, each
loca school board shall post in a prominent place in a non-discriminatory manner a least one historical code
in each regular classroom.

Sonificant Issues

Asusad in the Historical Codes Act, "historical codes' means,

A. the Ten Commandments,

B. the code of Hammurabi;

C. any injunctive compendium from the Koran,

D. any compendium of Confucian teachings;

E. Any excerpts from the Bhagavad-Gita;

F. The teachings of Gautama Buddha or his followers; or

G. Any other teachings representing disparate ethno-culturd or religious backgrounds.

Given the religious backgrounds of the vast mgority of New Mexico's residents, one may surmise that the
intent of the bill isto mandate the pogting of the Ten Commandments. If that is the intent, the "mandate
gpproach may pose some congtitutiona questions as well as becoming the potentid source of controversy in
Some communities.
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POSSI BLE QUESTIONS

Isit the intent of the bill sponsor to "mandate’ the posting of the Ten Commandments' or any other one of
the items listed in the Higtorical Codes Act?
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