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NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.

FISCALIMPACTREPORT
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[SHORT TITLE: |\Amend Legislative Joint Rule 3-1 8 Jscr1 |
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APPROPRIATION
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LFCfiles

Attorney Generd

SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

The concurrent resolution amends legidative Joint Rule 1 requiring that conference committee meetings shdl
be open to the public, except they may be closed during discussion of:

o epersonne issues,
o eissues rdated to pending litigation, or
e <the purchase or acquisition or disposal of red property.

Sonificant Issues

Currently, conference committee meetings are closed to the public. Section 10-15-2 NMSA 1978 of the
Open Mestings Act pertaining to meetings of the legidature provides that:

"A. All mestings of aquorum of members of any committee or policymaking body of the state legidature
held for the purpose of discussng public business or for the purpose of taking any action within the authority
of or the delegated authority of such committee or body are declared to be public meetings open to the
public a dl times.

B. The provisons of Subsection A of this section shal not apply to matters relating to personnel, or matters
adjudicatory in nature, or any hill, resolution or other legidative matter not yet presented to either house of
the legidature or genera appropriation hills,

C. For the purposes of this section, "meeting” means a gathering of the members caled by the presiding
officer of a s¢anding committee.”

Although gtate law currently provides that only those meetings called by the presiding officers of standing
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legidative committees are required to be open to the public, the law does not preclude the legidature from
adopting rules providing that meetings of committees other than standing committees be open.

DKB/prr
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