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NOTE: As provided in LFC policy, this report is intended for use by the standing finance committees of the 
legislature.  The Legislative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of the information in 
this report when used in any other situation.

Only the most recent FIR version, excluding attachments, is available on the Intranet. Previously issued FIRs and 
attachments may be obtained from the LFC office in Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

SJM 46 opposes the ratification of the proposed Biodiversity Treaty. The bill if enacted will ascertain that 
the legislature is opposed to the inclusion of any land in the biosphere program within the border of the state 
of NM and within the purview of the Biodiversity Treaty, without the consent on NM legislature. The bill 
urges members of congress of the US and especially the NM delegation to oppose ratification of the treaty 
and the inclusion of any land within NM in the biosphere program. Copies of SJM 46, if enacted, will be 
transmitted to the President, the Secretary of State and the NM congressional delegation. 

Significant Issues

SJM 46 points out:

l •the biosphere program threatens to place millions of acres of land under the control of the United 
Nations. 

l •the United Nations (UN) has created a worldwide system of 328 biosphere reserves in 82 nations. 
l •that 47 UN-designated biosphere reserves are within the US and 1 biosphere is within the state of 

NM. 

l •that the NM legislature and the US congress have not considered or approved such a designation. 

l •that such designations require strict land use management procedures and are set forth in the 1994 
strategic plan for the US. 

l •that biosphere reserves are, by definition, designed to continually expand each of the three zones. 

l •that no landowner within the reach or potential reach of the biosphere reserves has input or recourse 
to land use management policies of the UN. 

l •that the use of land in biosphere areas for ordinary commercial or agricultural purpose may be 
severely restricted or eliminated. 
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l •that the area encompassed by this reserve includes not only public, but private land. 
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