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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 36
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Ron Godbey

FOR THE LEQ SLATI VE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVI CES COWM TTEE

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE LEGQ SLATI VE FI NANCE COVM TTEE TO CONDUCT A
FI SCAL AND PERFORMANCE AUDI T OF CERTAI N CHI LDREN, YOUTH AND
FAM LI ES DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS AND THE HUMAN SERVI CES
DEPARTMENT' S ROLE | N MONI TORI NG EVALUATI ONS, ASSESSMENTS AND
QUTCOVES OF THE TREATMENT FOSTER CARE PROCGRAM

WHEREAS, children, especially those harned by adults,
pur poseful ly or otherw se, are deserving of the very best and
nost i nmedi ate response that public agencies can provide; and

WHEREAS, the interimlegislative health and human
services commttee has heard testinony indicating differences
of opinion as to what constitutes an appropriate response to
mandat ed reports of child abuse and negl ect; and

VWHEREAS, the | onger children suffer w thout appropriate
and effective treatnent, the less their chances of being

adopted or re-entering society with the tools necessary to
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create a successful and happy life; and

WHEREAS, foster parents, treatnment foster care providers
and adoptive parents have been working diligently to provide
badly needed treatnment services to children referred to their
care; and

VWHEREAS, deci sions by nedi caid nmanaged care
organi zati ons, overseen by the human servi ces departnent,
have sonetines disrupted the placenent and integrity of
courses of treatment carefully established for these children
and has left treatment foster care honmes and progranms wth
t he unhappy choice of either dismssing the children before
their courses of treatnment are conplete or providing free
servi ces; and

WHEREAS, the rates of reinbursenment for these hones and
programns, including subsidized foster and adoptive hones, are
bei ng reviewed by both the children, youth and famlies
departnment and the human services departnent; and

VWHEREAS, the children, youth and famlies departnent's
new statew de centralized intake system and public response
Iine have notably increased the nunber of abuse and negl ect
reports to the departnent;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEAQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the legislative finance comittee
direct its staff to conduct a fiscal and performance audit of
the foster care prograns of the children, youth and famlies
departnent and of the human services departnent's

participation and responsibilities in the treatnment foster
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care program and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the audit enconpass any
pl acenents used as alternatives to foster care when children
are renoved fromtheir hones by the children, youth and
fam lies departnent; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the audit carefully exam ne
procedures and criteria used in initial and subsequent
screening and evaluation of all children and famlies who
have been the subject of mandated reports of suspected abuse
and negl ect; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the role of the children,
youth and fam lies departnent, in nonitoring the
appropri ateness of the evaluation and assessnent of such
chil dren conducted through managed care organi zati ons, as
well as the responsibility of that departnent and the human
services departnent in nonitoring the evaluation process and
the referrals, treatnment and outcones of those children, be
considered in the audit; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the audit include detailed
exam nation of all cases of children in all residentia
facilities and prograns, including juvenile justice
facilities, crisis shelters, foster and treatnent foster care
honmes or facilities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the children, youth and
fam lies departnent, the human services departnent, the
school of nedicine at the university of New Mexico and ot her

state agenci es cooperate as requested with the legislative
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finance conmittee in conducting its audit of these matters;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the |egislative finance
committee report its findings to the legislative health and
human services commttee in October 2000, together with any
reconmendations for |egislation; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
sent to the legislative finance commttee, the legislative
heal t h and hurman services conmttee, the children, youth and
fam lies departnent, the human services departnent and the
school of nedicine at the university of New Mexi co.
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