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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 72

4A4TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 200
| NTRODUCED BY
Joe Stel

A JO NT MEMORI AL
OPPCSI NG THE W THDRAWAL OF BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT LANDS TO
M NERAL ENTRY | N EDDY COUNTY W THOUT COVPENSATI ON TO THE
STATE, EDDY COUNTY AND NEW MEXI CO SCHOOLS

VWHEREAS, the bureau of |and managenment has initiated the
wi t hdrawal of approxinmately eight thousand four hundred
seventy acres of federal surface and m nerals and four
hundred eighty acres of federal mnerals underlying private
surface in Eddy county, New Mexico; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the federal |ands and m nerals,
approxi mately eight thousand two hundred acres of New Mexico
state lands and mineral estate will becone subject to
withdrawal if they are acquired by the federal governnent;
and

VWHEREAS, the withdrawal of m neral production has both a
direct and indirect inpact on the econom es of Eddy county

and the state; and
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VWHEREAS, New Mexi co depends on federal - and state-owned
mneral wealth to directly fund a significant portion of the
statew de public school funding forrmula, and both the state
and Eddy county depend on gross receipts and ot her tax
revenue from m neral production; and

WHEREAS, in addition to these direct |osses, the state
and Eddy county will also lose the multiplier effect of
m neral production, which could significantly inpair economc
grom h potential in the southeast region of the state; and

VWHEREAS, because of the slunp in oil and gas production
over the |l ast couple of years, the state's revenues have not
been able to keep up with its needs, particularly in public
school funding, and the potential |oss of federal and state
royalties will exacerbate the state's |ackluster revenue
gr ow h;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that it oppose the contenpl at ed
wi thdrawal s unl ess they are conditioned upon adequate
conpensation to the state, affected | ocal governnents and
public schools through either direct paynents or an acre-for-
acre exchange of mneral -bearing | ands; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the conmm ssioner of public
| ands not finalize any negotiations for |land trades or sales
in Eddy county until the federal government agrees to
conpensate the state, |ocal governnents and public schools
for the loss of mneral production or agrees to provide

m neral - producing | and; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenoria
transmitted to the conm ssioner of public |ands, the
secretary of the interior, the director of the bureau of
managenent and the New Mexi co congressi onal del egati on.
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