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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 18
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Mmnm Stewart

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO RECOGNI ZE AMERI CAN
SI GN LANGUAGE FOR FOREI GN LANGUAGE CREDI TS I N NEW MEXI CO
PUBLI C H GH SCHOQLS.

VWHEREAS, Anerican sign |anguage is recognized in forty-
five states as a standard, independent |anguage with its own
grammar, syntax, vocabulary and cultural heritage, and
Anerican sign | anguage is widely used by deaf, hard-of-
hearing and hearing persons in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the deaf community is a distinct group that has
a separate identity based on its history, |anguage and
culture; and

WHEREAS, the general hearing popul ation's |ack of
know edge of the | anguage and cul ture of deaf people hampers
comuni cati ons between the two groups, which the w despread

use of Anerican sign |anguage could elinmnate; and
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VWHEREAS, Anerican sign |anguage is the fourth nost used
| anguage in the United States, the interest shown in Anmerican
sign | anguage by the hearing popul ati on has increased
dramatically in the past several years and its popularity
continues to grow, and

VWHEREAS, in a state as culturally diverse and sensitive
as New Mexi co, our public schools should be in the vanguard
of teaching Anerican sign | anguage;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the state board of education do
what ever i s necessary to ensure that American sign | anguage
is offered as a credit |anguage course in New Mexico public
hi gh school s, especially those servicing hearing inpaired
students, including syntax, hand shapes and novenent and the
correspondi ng facial expressions that are so inportant in the
use of the |anguage; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the state board of education, the conm ssion
for deaf and hard-of-hearing persons, the New Mexi co schoo
for the deaf and the chairman of the |egislative education

study comm ttee.
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