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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 21
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Joe Stell

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE NEW MEXI CO DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND THE
SO L AND WATER CONSERVATI ON DI STRI CTS STATEW DE TO | MPLEMENT
A NOXI QUS WEED CONTRCL PROGRAM TO PROTECT THE STATE' S
ENVI RONMENT AND ECONOMY FROM NOXI QUS AND EXOTI C WEED
I NFESTATI ONS.

WHEREAS, noxi ous and exotic weeds have invaded ot her
states and are inpinging on New Mexi co's natural environnent
and agriculturally productive and valuable | ands and w ||
have significant and potentially disastrous consequences if
not controlled early; and

VWHEREAS, noxi ous and exotic weeds cause damage to
wildlife habitat, poison grazing aninmls and browsers,

di spl ace native grasses, destroy native ecosystens, reduce
bi ol ogi cal diversity, increase soil erosion, alter hydrologic

function and water production and cause extensive damage to
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agricultural econom es; and

WHEREAS, nore than thirty species of noxious and exotic
weeds have invaded New Mexico, including |eafy spurge,
starthistle, canelthorn, saltcedar and Russi an knapweed; and

WHEREAS, | eafy spurge has caused one hundred twenty-nine
mllion dollars ($129, 000,000) in damage in four northern
great plains states and is invading four counties in New
Mexi co; and

VWHEREAS, starthistle has infested twenty mllion acres
in California and about one thousand acres so far in New
Mexi co; and

VWHEREAS, canelthorn has appeared in several areas of New
Mexico and is spreading into the mddle R o Gande area; and

WHEREAS, Russi an knapweed rel eases a natural herbicide
that kills native plants growi ng near infested areas, kills
horses and other donestic animals and is now found in
ni net een New Mexico counties; and

VHEREAS, the New Mexico departnent of agriculture and
soil and water conservation districts are devel opi ng
vol untary weed control prograns to avoid an exponentia
expansion in infested acreage in the next ten years;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEAQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the New Mexico departnent of
agriculture and the soil and water conservation districts
statewi de be requested to inplenment a noxi ous weed contr ol
programto protect the state's environnment and economny from

noxi ous and exotic weed i nfestations; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the director of the New Mexico departnent of
agriculture and the soil and water conservation districts

st at ew de.
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