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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 39
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Mark L. Boitano

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON TO
CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE CURRI CULA AND GRADUATI ON CREDI TS
NECESSARY FOR NEW MEXI CO STUDENTS TO MEET STATE AND LOCAL
CONTENT STANDARDS | N MATH AND SCI ENCE.

WHEREAS, current research shows that all students can
learn if they have access to a high quality curriculum and
WHEREAS, New Mexi co student achi evenent scores for math
and science are anong the |lowest in the nation according to
nati onal assessnent of educational progress testing results;
and
VWHEREAS, the state of New Mexi co has adopted content
st andards and benchmarks in mathematics and science; and
VWHEREAS, the state of New Mexi co has adopted performance

standards in mat hemati cs and sci ence; and

VWHEREAS, | ocal school districts in New Mexico are in the
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process of aligning curricula with the new standards; and

VWHEREAS, one of the seven issues in the state board of
education strategic plan is equitable access and opportunity;
and

WHEREAS, current graduation requirenents nmay not provide
all students the opportunities to neet all the standards; and

VWHEREAS, current research denonstrates that nastery of
al gebraic concepts is inportant in terns of educationa
equity, and conpletion of a basic al gebra course provides
students with the opportunity to enroll in higher |evel math
courses, thereby gaining confidence and proficiency that wll
provi de educational and enpl oynent advantages; and

VWHEREAS, New Mexi co has three national |aboratories that
provi de tremendous career opportunities for students with
strong backgrounds in math and science; and

VWHEREAS, a detail ed study of the nunber and type or kind
of science and mat hematics credits necessary for graduation
and high achievement will assist school districts and the
state board of education in identifying ways to inprove
student achievenent in math and science;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the state departnent of public
educati on be requested to conduct a thorough study of the
curricula and graduation credits necessary to neet state and
| ocal content standards in math and sci ence; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat in conducting the study, the

state department of public education involve a broad range of
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New Mexi cans to include students, parents, teachers,
uni versity professors, |eaders of teacher preparation
prograns and those supporting math, science and technol ogy
reform adm nistrators, the conmm ssion on hi gher educati on,
staff fromthe national |aboratories and other interested
persons; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that a research report be
presented to the |egislative education study conmittee and
ot her appropriate |egislative interimconmttees by August

15, 2000; and
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be

transmtted to the chairman of the |egislative education
study comm ttee, the chairnmen of other appropriate
| egislative interimconmttees and the superintendent of

public instruction.
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