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SENATE MEMORI AL 7

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Leonard Lee Rawson

A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO APPLY JACKSON V. FT.
STANTON RECOMVENDATI ONS.

VWHEREAS, individuals with devel opnental disabilities
conpri se one of the nost vul nerabl e popul ations in New
Mexi co; and

VWHEREAS, individuals with devel opnental disabilities
have historically been considered incapabl e of making
deci sions for thensel ves; and

VWHEREAS, individuals with devel opnental disabilities
have historically had others making decisions on their
behal f, sonetines resulting in abuse, neglect and
expl oi tation; and

VWHEREAS, the departnent of health has prior experience
with deinstitutionalization and with the difficulties

experienced by previously institutionalized individuals in
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maki ng their own decisions; and

WHEREAS, experience has shown that, with appropriate
gui dance, individuals with devel opnental disabilities are
capabl e of maki ng decisions for thensel ves but need
assi stance i n understandi ng the consequences of their
deci si ons; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson v. Ft. Stanton suit directs the

departnment of health to work with advocacy groups and funding

sources for self-determ nation and sel f-advocacy; and

VWHEREAS, reconmmendati ons devel oped by the departnent of
health and t he human services departnment include assisting
peopl e with devel opnental disabilities in making their own

deci si ons; and

VWHEREAS, within the last two and one-hal f years, two
service provider agencies termnated their residentia
programs, requiring persons with devel opnental disabilities
who had no previous training in maki ng deci sions to choose
ot her service providers;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the departnent of health work
col l aboratively with the human services departnent to
i npl emrent the reconmendations in the five-point plan for the
future of internediate care facilities for the nentally
retarded in New Mexi co and convene a work group to develop a

plan for providing self-determ nation and sel f-advocacy

training and support for decision making for individuals with

disabilities statewide and to devel op a budget to support the
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recomrended prograns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the work group include
i ndividuals with devel opnental disabilities, famly nenbers,
advocacy organi zations, comrunity-based providers and
devel opnental disability services; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the departnent of health
report on the inplenentation of these programs to the
| egi sl ative health and human services comrttee at its
Sept enber 2000 neeting; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the secretary of health and the secretary of

human servi ces.
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