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SENATE MEMORI AL 12
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Raynmond H. Kysar

A MEMORI AL
RECOGNI ZI NG THE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF DR. JAMES C. HENDERSON
PRESI DENT OF SAN JUAN COLLEGE.

VWHEREAS, Janmes C. Henderson earned his bachelor's and
master's degrees fromnorthern Arizona university and earned
hi s education specialist degree and doctorate in education
fromthe university of Arizona; and

WHEREAS, he arrived at the San Juan branch of New Mexico
state university in 1975 when its annual enroll nment was just
over seven hundred students; and

WHEREAS, he was a driving force in that institution's
effort to beconme an i ndependent conmmunity coll ege and becane
San Juan college's first president in 1982 and has served
continuously as the college's director and president for
nearly twenty-five years; and

VWHEREAS, under his gui dance San Juan col | ege has grown
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to a credit enrollnment of nore than six thousand students per
year and now serves over fifteen thousand students annually
through its various credit and noncredit divisions; and

VWHEREAS, under his | eadership the coll ege has broadened
its offerings to include progranms for children, senior
citizens, local business and industry and area econom c
devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, he has pl aced great enphasis on |inkages with
| ocal public schools, assisting the regional business
communi ty, responding to comunity service needs and serving
the area's diverse popul ation; and

VWHEREAS, his | eadership has resulted in the inception of
many noteworthy and val uable community efforts, including
| eadership San Juan, the famly resource center, the acadeny
for Iifelong | earning, the possible dream schol arship
program the San Juan coll ege volunteer center, the San Juan
county area vocational school, the San Juan coll ege
i nstructional conputing resource center and San Juan county's
quality center for business; and

VWHEREAS, he is a nenber and past president of the board
of directors of |eadership San Juan; he serves on the New
Mexi co public education strategic planning team he is a
former president of the nountain states comunity coll ege
associ ati on and the New Mexi co associ ation of conmunity
coll eges; he is a past president of the Farm ngton chanber of
commerce and the four corners better business bureau; he is a

New Mexi co am gos goodwi | | anmbassador; and he serves on
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numer ous ot her organi zati onal boards; and

WHEREAS, he was nanmed Farmi ngton's 1983-84 citizen of
the year and was inducted into the Farm ngton chanber of
comrerce's historymakers hall of fanme in 1999; and

WHEREAS, he has been recogni zed as one of fifty
out standi ng two-year college presidents in the nation, and he
has received the pacesetter award fromthe national counci
for marketing and public relations in 1995, the Shirley B.
Gordon award of distinction fromthe phi theta kappa honorary
society for community coll eges and the 1990 New Mexi co
di sti ngui shed public service award as the state's outstanding
educat or; and

VWHEREAS, under his | eadership San Juan col | ege has
received the quality New Mexi co roadrunner award and has
becone one of the nbst outstandi ng two-year colleges in the
nati on;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat James C. Henderson be recogni zed and
honored for his contributions to education in San Juan
county, New Mexico and the nation; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat congratul ati ons be extended
to Janes C. Henderson for his dedication to the state of New

Mexi co.
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