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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 2

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Patrick H Lyons

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG STATE EXECUTI VE AGENCI ES TO MAI NTAI N CURRENT
LEVELS OF PUBLI C SERVI CE | N RURAL NEW MEXI CO AND TO M NI M ZE
CLCSURE OF FI ELD OFFI CES DUE TO THE NEGATI VE ECONOM C | MPACT
ON SVALL AND REMOTE RURAL COMMUNI TI ES.

VWHEREAS, nmany rural communities are being hurt by
systemati c reduction of public services by state executive
agenci es; and

VWHEREAS, the | abor departnent, taxation and revenue
department, human services departnment, New Mexico state
police, departnent of environnment, department of health,
state hi ghway and transportati on departnment and departnent of
game and fish are some of the agencies that have reduced or
closed field offices and reduced public services in rural New
Mexi co; and

WHEREAS, constituents in rural areas nust travel great
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di stances to obtain public services due to the closure of
field offices and are significantly harnmed by the | oss of
public services; and

VWHEREAS, | ocal governnents already on the thin edge of
fiscal health are devastated by the | oss of field offices
closed in the name of fiscal efficiency; and

WHEREAS, "taxes" on rural citizens have been raised
t hrough the increase of users fees and out-of-pocket costs

that they must bear to obtain even mnimal public services;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE

STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat state executive agencies continue to
provi de equal access to state services for rural citizens and
communities and to evaluate the inpact of field office
cl osures, reductions in staff and public service cutbacks on
rural econom es; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transnmitted to the governor, each cabinet secretary and
agency adm nistrator and the nenbers of the |legislative

finance commttee.
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