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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 9

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Dede Fel dman

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE H GHWAY AND TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT TO
| NTEGRATE VI SUAL ENHANCEMENT AND DESI GN ELEMENTS | NTO THE NEW
CONSTRUCTI ON OR UPGRADE OF STATE H GHWAYS AND OTHER MAJOR
STATE ROADS

VWHEREAS, the state highway and transportati on depart nent
has a significant role in determ ning the appearance and
vi sual character of our state's highways and major state
roads; and

WHEREAS, the inportant design elenents, including the
architecture of bridges, |andscaping and public art, could
significantly inprove the visual quality of our state's
hi ghways and maj or state roads; and

VWHEREAS, the visual appearance of the state's hi ghways
and mej or state roads contributes to the quality of |ife and

econom c vitality of many of our comunities; and
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VWHEREAS, | ocal governnents, in cooperation with the
state highway and transportation departnent, niddle R o
Grande council of governnments, the business conmunity, design
prof essional s and comrunity representatives, have devel oped
the interstate corridor enhancenent plan, which is a
conceptual framework to inprove the visual quality of the
Al buquer que netropolitan hi ghways as well as their function;
and

VWHEREAS, the interstate corridor enhancenent plan could
serve as a nodel for simlar actions el sewhere in New Mexi co;
and

VWHEREAS, the state highway and transportati on depart nent
shoul d give consideration to the aesthetics and appearance of
the state's highways and nmajor state roads, in addition to
engi neering and safety considerations; and

VWHEREAS, the design of new or upgraded hi ghways and
maj or state roads shoul d enhance the visual appearance of the
project and integrate the project into the fabric of the
comuni ty;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the state hi ghway and transportation
department be requested to incorporate the design and
construction of enhancenent el enments, including the
architectural design of highway structures, |andscape
el enments and public art, into the engi neering design; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state hi ghway and

transportation departnent adopt regulations to include design
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and vi sual enhancenent elenents in all new hi ghway
construction projects or projects to upgrade existing
hi ghways and ot her maj or state roads; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that all requests for proposals
i ssued by the state highway and transportati on departnent for
hi ghway engi neering projects direct the engineering
consultants to include an urban designer-architect, |andscape
architect and artist on the team and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to nenbers of the state hi ghway comm ssion and
the secretary of highway and transportati on.
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