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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 12

4A4TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 200

| NTRODUCED BY
Mar k Boi t ano

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO ADOPT THE BI BLE
AND PUBLI C SCHOOLS: A FI RST AMENDMVENT GUI DE AS A STATE-
APPROVED TEXTBOOK.

VWHEREAS, the suprene court has enphasized that it is
perm ssabl e, even desirable, to teach The Holy Bible in
public schools, providing the subject matter is presented
objectively as part of a secul ar program of education; and

WHEREAS, students shoul d be exposed to a variety of
religious and secular biblical interpretations and
transl ati ons; and

VWHEREAS, the study of religion nust be educational, not
devotional ; and

VWHEREAS, such a course of study woul d not be required,
but rather a curriculumelective taught froma literary,
cultural or historical perspective; and

VWHEREAS, a school district superintendent or school
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board woul d sel ect a teacher for such an el ective course in

the sane nmanner it selects other teachers;
NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE

STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the state board of educati on exam ne
the feasibility of adopting The Bi ble and Public Schools: A

First Amendment CGui de as a state-approved textbook; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the state board of education
report to the legislative education study comittee
i medi ately follow ng the formal adoption of curriculum no
| ater than Novenber 1, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the state board of education, the legislative
education study commttee and the superintendent of public

i nstruction.
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