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SENATE BILL 13

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - 2ND SPECIAL SESSION, 2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Cynt hi a Nava

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON; PROVI DI NG FOR AN EARLY LI TERACY
PROGRAM I'N FI RST GRADE THROUGH THI RD GRADE; REQUI RI NG
ACCOUNTABI LI TY.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] EARLY LI TERACY PROGRAM - -

A.  The departnent of education, upon approval of
an early literacy programfor students in first grade through
third grade, shall distribute noney to those school districts
t hat address program el ements established by the depart nent
of education, including:

(1) intensive literacy prograns through
third grade for students not reading at grade |evel; and
(2) literacy progranms before or after school

or on weekends.
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B. A school district's application to the
depart ment of education for an early literacy program
distribution shall include a famly invol venrent conponent
that is based on famly support principles for each of the
program el ements. "
Section 2. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] PROGRAM APPROVAL. - -

A.  An approved early literacy program shal
support the educational and devel opnental needs of students
in first grade through third grade, address cultural
diversity and provide fam |y support.

B. In addition to prograns already offered
pursuant to Section 22-2-8.3 NVSA 1978, an approved early
literacy program shall consist of a m ninum of one hundred
ei ghty hours of instruction per academ c year for students in

first, second and third grades.

C. An approved early literacy program shal

denmonstrate the foll owi ng conponents:

(1) abundant literacy materials appropriate
to the age of the students;

(2) effective instructional techniques that
i ncorporate the nost recent research in the teaching of
r eadi ng;

(3) thorough integration of reading and
witing activities;

(4) training for teachers and parents; and
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(5) annual pre- and post-program assessnents
for students that clearly reveal student outcones.
D. School districts that receive fundi ng shal

eval uate and docunent the results of the early literacy
programin ternms of the nunmber of students and famlies
served, the services provided and the gains achieved by the
students and report those results to the departnment of
education.”

Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] DUTI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON. - -

A. By July 1, 2000, the departnment of education
shal | devel op guidelines for the approval process for early
literacy progranms and di ssemi nate those guidelines to al
school districts. The departnent shall provide technica
assi stance in devel opi ng proposals and shall define approval
criteria, establish content standards and benchmarks that
ensure students' progress and provide accountability to the
publi c.

B. The departnent of education shall nonitor early
literacy progranms and ensure that they serve the children
nost in need based upon age-appropriate assessnents. |If the
departnment determ nes that a programis not neeting the
benchmar ks necessary to ensure the progress of students in
the program the departnent shall notify the school district
that failure of the programto neet the benchmarks within

sixty days will result in the cessation of funding for the
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program The departnment shall conpile the programresults
submtted by the school districts and make an annual report
to the legislative education study commttee."
Section 4. Section 22-8-18 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1974,
Chapter 8, Section 8, as amended) is anended to read:
"22-8-18. PROGRAM COST CALCULATI ON-- LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD
RESPONSI BI LI TY. - -

A. The total programunits for the purpose of
conputing the program cost shall be cal cul ated by multiplying
the sumof the programunits item zed as Paragraphs (1)
through [£4)¥] (5) in this subsection by the [+hAstruetion]

instructional staff training and experience index and addi ng

the programunits item zed as Paragraphs [5)] (6) through
[£8)F] (9) in this subsection. The item zed programunits are
as follows:

(1) early childhood educati on;

(2) early literacy;

[€2r] (3) Dbasic education;
[63)] (4) special education, adjusted by

subtracting the units derived from nenbership in class D
speci al education prograns in private, nonsectari an,
nonprofit training centers;

[£4X] (B) bilingual multicultural education;

[€5)F] (6) size adjustnent;

[€6)] (7). at-risk program

[£A] (8) enrollnment growmh or new district

adj ustment; and
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[£8)] (9) special education units derived
from menbership in class D special education programs in
private, nonsectarian, nonprofit training centers.

B. The total program cost cal cul ated as prescribed
in Subsection A of this section includes the cost of early
chi | dhood, special, bilingual, multicultural and vocati onal
education and other renedial or enrichnent prograns. It is
the responsibility of the | ocal school board to deternmine its
priorities in ternms of the needs of the comunity served by
that board. Funds generated under the Public School Finance
Act are discretionary to |ocal school boards, provided that
t he special program needs as enunerated in this section are
met."

Section 5. Section 22-8-19 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1974,
Chapter 8, Section 9, as amended) is anended to read:

"22-8-19. EARLY CH LDHOOD EDUCATI ON AND EARLY LI TERACY

PROGRAM UNI TS. - -

A.  The nunber of early chil dhood education program
units is determned by multiplying the early chil dhood
education MEM by the cost differential factor 1.44. Early
chi | dhood educati on students enrolled in half-day
ki ndergarten prograns shall be counted for 0.5 early
chil dhood MEM Early chil dhood education students enroll ed
in full-day kindergarten prograns shall be counted for 1.0
early chil dhood educati on MEM

B. For the purpose of calculating early chil dhood

educati on programunits, devel opnentally disabled three- and

.132913. 1



new
= del ete

underscored materi a

[ bracketed—raterial]

© 00 N oo o1~ W N P

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R R
g B W N B O © ©® N O OO0 M W N P O

four-year-old students shall be counted in early chil dhood
educati on menbership. No devel opnentally disabled three- or
four-year-old student shall be counted for nore than 0.5
early chil dhood educati on MEM

C. The nunber of early literacy programunits is

determined by nultiplving the early literacy program MEM by

the cost differential factor .048."
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