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SENATE BI LL 20

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO -2ND SPECIAL SESSION, 2000

| NTRODUCED BY
Joseph J. Carraro

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON;  REWARDI NG SCHOCLS FOR | MPROVED STUDENT
ACHI EVEMENT; MAKI NG AN APPRCPRI ATI ON; DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO.
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] MERI T AWARDS. - -

A.  The departnent of education shall design a
nmerit award program for elenmentary, mddle and junior high
school s. The departnment may pronul gate rules to carry out
the provisions of this section.

B. Each year a nerit award of ten thousand dollars
($10, 000) shall be awarded to one el enentary, mddle and
junior high school. The nmerit award shall be distributed to
the school that has achieved the greatest inprovenent in
student achi evenent.

C. Each year a nerit award of two thousand dollars
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(%$2,000) shall be awarded to the top two percent of
el enentary, middle and junior high school teachers. The
merit award shall be distributed to the teachers whose
cl asses have achi eved the greatest inprovenent in student
achi evenent .

D. For purposes of this section, student
achi evenent shall be neasured by nationally standardi zed test
scores and other criteria adopted by the departnent of
education.”

Section 2. APPROPRI ATION. --Eight hundred fifty thousand
dol l ars ($850,000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to
the state departnment of public education for expenditure in
fiscal year 2001 to design and fund a nmerit award program for
teachers and el ementary, mddle and junior high schools. Any
unexpended or unencunbered bal ance remai ning at the end of
fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the general fund.

Section 3. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i mredi ately.

.132957. 1



