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SENATE BILL 24
44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - 2ND SPECIAL SESSION, 2000

| NTRODUCED BY

Leonard Tsosi e

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON; CREATI NG THE MCKI NLEY COUNTY LEARN NG
CENTER;, PROVI DI NG FOR PROPERTY TAXI NG AUTHORI TY; PROVI DI NG
FOR BONDI NG AUTHORI TY; AMENDI NG AND ENACTI NG SECTI ONS OF THE
NVSA 1978; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON; DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 21-2A-2 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1995,
Chapter 224, Section 8) is anended to read:
"21-2A-2. DEFINITIONS. --As used in the College District
Tax Act:
A. "board" nmeans the governing board of the

col l ege district;

B. "college" neans a two-year, public
post - secondary educational institution organized pursuant to
t he provisions of the Cormunity Col |l ege Act, Chapter 21,
Article 14 NVBA 1978, the Technical and Vocational Institute
Act, Chapter 21, Article 17 NVBA 1978, the MKinley County
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Learning Center Act or the Of-Canpus Instruction Act; and

C. "college district" nmeans a district in which a
college is located or is proposed to be |ocated, the exterior
boundari es of which are determ ned pursuant to the statutory
provi si ons under which the college is organized."

Section 2. Section 21-2A-4 NVSBA 1978 (being Laws 1995,
Chapter 224, Section 10) is anmended to read:
"21-2A-4. APPLI CATI ON OF ACT.--The Coll ege District Tax

Act applies to all [edueat+onral—nstitutions—ergani-zed

SH—Carpus—nstruet+on—Aet]| coll eges.”
Section 3. [NEW MATERI AL] SHORT TI TLE. - - Secti ons 3

through 5 of this act may be cited as the "MKinley County
Learni ng Center Act".
Section 4. [ NEWNMATERI AL] MCKI NLEY COUNTY LEARNI NG

CENTER- - CREATI ON- - PURPCOSE- - BOARD. - -

A. The "McKinley county |earning center" is
created to coordi nate and provi de upper division classes,
graduat e education and other instruction that is not
aut hori zed by Chapter 21, Article 14 NVSA 1978 as an approved
conmponent of the branch conmunity col |l ege vocational and
technical curricula and is needed to provide educationa
opportunities in MKinley county. The MKinley county
| earning center district is conposed of MKinley county.

B. Al prograns offered by the MKinley county
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| earning center shall be existing prograns offered by a four-
year post-secondary educational institution. The MKinley
county |l earning center shall not develop its own courses.

C. The local advisory board of the Gallup branch
of the university of New Mexico is the governing board of the
McKi nl ey county |earning center, shall provide policy
oversight and adm nistration of the MKinley county |earning
center and is authorized to:

(1) employ staff;

(2) enter into contracts and witten
agreenents and admi ni ster and oversee the inplenmentation
conpl eti on and enforcenment of those contracts or witten
agr eenent s;

(3) sue and be sued;

(4) assess the educational needs of the
communi ty and inpl enent prograns and courses as feasible and
needed;

(5) act as fiscal agent for the MKinley
county learning center to the extent appropriate;

(6) select the courses or prograns to be
of fered by the MKinley county |earning center;

(7) manage the transfer and articul ati on of
credits for courses conpl eted; and

(8) authorize the inposition of a property
tax levy for the purposes set forth in the College District
Tax Act.

Section 5. [ NEWMATERI AL] MCKI NLEY COUNTY LEARNI NG
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CENTER FI NANCI NG- - TAXATI ON AND BONDI NG PROCEDURES. - -

A. Beginning in fiscal year 2002, the MKinley
county |l earning center shall be funded through tuition, fees,
gifts, grants and other funds nade available to the MKinley
county learning center in the sanme manner as on-canpus
instruction is funded at a state university, based on the
appropriate year's census report of the nunmber of students
enrolled in courses at the McKinley county |earning center or
at the facilities at the Gallup canpus of the university of
New Mexico, as reported by the MKinley county | earning
center. Funds shall be distributed to the governing board of
the McKinley county |earning center.

B. Authorization, inposition and collection of
property taxes to fund current operations, naintenance and
capital inprovenents of the MKinley county |earning center
shal | be conducted according to the provisions of the Coll ege
District Tax Act.

Section 6. APPROPRI ATI ON. - - Seventy-five thousand
dol lars ($75,000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to
the board of regents of the university of New Mexico for
expenditure in fiscal year 2001 for use by the Gallup branch
of the university of New Mexico to establish and initially
operate the McKinley county |earning center. Any unexpended
or unencunbered bal ance remaining at the end of fiscal year
2001 shall revert to the general fund.

Section 7. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public

peace, health and safety that this act take effect
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