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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - 2ND SPECIAL SESSION, 2000

| NTRODUCED BY
Roman M Maes ||

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE DEVELOPMENT OF A STATEW DE DI SABI LI TY AND
HEALTH SURVEY SYSTEM

VWHEREAS, both for our state's needs and as required by
several federal prograns, New Mexico's department of health
collects various data for assessing and evaluating the health
of all New Mexicans; and

VWHEREAS, data coll ected includes information on various
physi cal and nental disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, with expanded information collected froma
revised survey system the departnent of health can nore
accurately project com ng service and expenditure needs and
build these responsibilities into its budget; and

VWHEREAS, the nunber of persons with severe disabilities
will increase greatly in the conm ng decades due to reduced
infant nortality, medical advances in treatnent of persons

with chronic conditions and serious injuries and an
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i ncreasing elderly popul ation; and

WHEREAS, persons with disabilities have a substantially
increased risk for devel oping additional or secondary health
probl ens and the national center for health statistics
estimates costs for such health care to be five tinmes that of
i ndi vidual s wi thout disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, the department of health currently engages in
regul ar studies, such as the annual behavioral risk factor
surveill ance system and the children's chronic conditions
register, as well as conplenentary injury data surveys;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the departnment of health and the
center for devel opnment and disability at the school of
nmedi cine at the university of New Mexico cooperate in the
expansi on of their various survey strategies to create a
conpr ehensi ve statewi de disability surveillance system and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the study include
reconmendat i ons on fundi ng such a conprehensive statew de
disability surveillance system and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
sent to the dean of the school of nedicine at the university
of New Mexico and to the secretary of health.
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