
April 5, 2001

HOUSE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 67 
The Honorable Ben Lujan and

Members of the House of Representatives

Executive-Legislative Building

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503

Honorable Speaker and Members of the House:

I have this day VETOED and am returning HOUSE BILL 343, enacted by the Forty-Fifth Legislature, First Session, 2001.

This legislation increases the minimum wage in New Mexico.  Minimum wage jobs typically are reserved for entry level positions.  These positions are typically held by those just entering the workforce and provide first-time work experience and opportunities for those new to the workforce.  Increasing the minimum wage would result in fewer opportunities for these individuals.   As a matter of public policy we are emphasizing the importance of work.  Decreasing the available number of entry level jobs would be counter productive to those efforts.

Sincerely,          

          Gary E. Johnson          

Governor          
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