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SPONSOR:  Representative Godbey

BILL SHORT TITLE: Increasing the penalty assessment for speeding among vehicles weighing 26,000 pounds or more.

CONFLICTS, DUPLICATES, COMPANIONS: HB-401

DESCRIPTION: This measure would amend Section 66-8-116 NMSA to increase fines for speeding by vehicles with gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or over. The current and proposed schedules are shown below.

Speeding --Miles per hour over limit:
Current Fine
Proposed Fine: vehicles weighing 26,000 pounds or more

0 to 10
$15
$500

11 to 15
$30
$650

16 to 20
$65
$1,000

21 to 25
$100
$1,350

26 to 30
$125
$1,600

31 to 35
$150
$1,800

36 and above
$200
$2,300

The proposed fines range from about 11 to 33 times their current levels.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Not specified – assume 90 days after adjournment (June 15, 2001).

FISCAL IMPACT (Thousands of dollars):  

Note: Parenthesis ( ) indicate a revenue loss:




Recurring or



Estimated Impact on Revenues
Nonrecurring
Funds 


FY 2002
Full Year  
     Impact     t     
             Affected          .             


*
*
Recurring
General Fund

*depends on behavior of truck drivers-- most likely relatively small once knowledge of fines becomes common. Some additional revenues would most likely flow to the General Fund due to increased penalty assessments. However, since the fines are so dramatically greater than current fines, it seems likely that heavy vehicle drivers would very quickly change their driving habits to conform to the law; not to do so would be courting financial disaster among vehicle drivers that spend significant time on New Mexico roads. Some, although probably minor impacts, would likely continue occur in cases where drivers are unaware of the high fines. It is possible that, due to the heavy fine schedule, some transportation firms would avoid sending their trucks through New Mexico. In this case a number of funding sources would be affected in a number ways -- for example gross receipts and gasoline tax revenues as truckers spend less in New Mexico. These impacts also cannot be reliably estimated.

TECHNICAL ISSUES: none

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPACTS: no major administrative impacts would be imposed on the Department due to enactment of the proposed measure.
OTHER IMPACTS AND ISSUES: Since speed limits are lower in some parts of Texas than New Mexico,  drivers of large rigs tend to make up time going through New Mexico. The proposed measure would certainly discourage that type of behavior and make New Mexico a safer place in which to travel.




















































