BILL ANALYSIS (Continued)
Page 2 of  2

DATE:  February 5, 2001 
Submitted by:  TAXATION AND REVENUE DEPT.


T. GLENN ELLINGTON, SECRETARY
BILL NUMBER:  HB-498



BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT REPORT
Page 1 of  1
DATE:  February 9, 2001
Submitted by: TAXATION AND REVENUE DEPT.

T. GLENN ELLINGTON, SECRETARY
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SPONSOR:  Senator Rainaldi

BILL SHORT TITLE: Speed limit and driving restrictions on vehicles weighing 48,000 pounds or more.

DESCRIPTION: This measure would 1) impose a speed limit of 65 miles per hour, and 2) require these vehicles to travel on the right-hand lane of New Mexico roadways, unless passing other vehicles without impeding traffic.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2001. 

FISCAL IMPACT: (Thousands of dollars):  
Note: Parenthesis ( ) indicate a revenue loss:

	
	
	Recurring or
	

	
	Estimated Impact on Revenues
	Nonrecurring
	Funds 

	
	FY 2002
	Full Year  
	     Impact     t     
	             Affected          .             

	
	*
	(*)
	Recurring
	Motor Vehicle Suspense

	
	
	
	
	


*probably small; depends on driver behavior and enforcement.

The proposed bill would probably increase penalty assessments against large vehicles for a short period of time. Restrictions imposed by the bill do not vary greatly from the current 75 miles per hour speed limit and driving practices, hence impacts on revenues would probably be minor, if not insignificant.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPACT: no significant impact on the Department.

TECHNICAL ISSUES: If this bill were enacted, it may be difficult to enforce. If a truck was clocked at 75 mph in a 75 mph zone, a law enforcement officer would probably need to guess whether it weighed over 48,000 pounds for probable cause to pull him over for violating the 65 mph restriction.  Even after stopping the truck, the officer would need to inspect the gross vehicle weight rating on the plate placed in the vehicle by the manufacturer. If the officer observed a GVW of 40,000 pounds, the vehicle could still weigh over 48,000 pounds; the officer would not be able to determine if the driver deserved a ticket without weighing the vehicle as configured. 

OTHER ISSUES: none




















































