CHAPTER 34
CHAPTER 34, LAWS 2002

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO DOVESTI C ABUSE; PROVI DI NG FOR FORBEARANCE COF
COSTS FOR FI LI NG OF CRIM NAL CHARGES FOR VI CTI M5 OF DOVESTI C
ABUSE; CLARI FYI NG POLI CY REGARDI NG DUAL ARRESTS | N DOVESTI C
ABUSE | NCI DENTS; PROVI DI NG FOR TRAI NI NG FOR POLI CE OFFI CERS
DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO

Section 1. A new section of the Crimnal Code is
enacted to read:

“ALLEGED VI CTI M5 OF DOMESTI C ABUSE, STALKI NG OR SEXUAL
ASSAULT- - FORBEARANCE OF COSTS. - -

A.  An alleged victimof an offense specified in
Subsection B of this section is not required to bear the
cost of:

(1) filing a crimnal charge against an
al | eged perpetrator of the offense;

(2) the issuance or service of a warrant;

(3) the issuance or service of a wtness
subpoena; or

(4) the issuance or service of a protection
or der.

B. The provisions of Subsection A of this section
apply to alleged victins of donestic abuse as defined in
Section 40-13-2 NMSA 1978 and:

(1) sexual offenses described in
Sections 30-9-11 through 30-9-14 and 30-9-14.3 NMSA 1978;

(2) crinmes agai nst household nenbers
described in Sections 30-3-12 through 30-3-16 NVSA 1978;

(3) harassnent, stal king and aggravat ed
stal ki ng described in Sections 30-3A-2 through 30-3A-3.1
NMSA 1978; and

(4) the violation of an order of protection
descri bed in Subsection E of Section 40-13-6 NMSA 1978."

Section 2. A new section of the Fam |y Viol ence
Protection Act is enacted to read:



"LEGQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS- - STATE PCLI CY- - DUAL ARRESTS. - - The
| egislature finds that donestic abuse incidents are conpl ex
and require special training on the part of |aw enforcenent
officers to respond appropriately to donestic abuse
incidents. The state of New Mexico di scourages dual arrests
of persons involved in incidents of donestic abuse. A |aw
enforcenment officer, in making arrests for donestic abuse,
shall seek to identify and shall consider whether one of the
parties acted in self defense.”

Section 3. A new section of the Law Enforcenent
Training Act is enacted to read:

"DOVESTI C ABUSE | NCI DENT TRAI NI NG - - Donesti ¢ abuse
incident training shall be included in the curricul um of
each basic | aw enforcenent training class. Donestic abuse
incident training shall be included as a conponent of
in-service training each year for certified police
officers.™

Section 4. EMERGENCY.--It is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect
i nedi at el y.

SENATE BI LL 294, AS AMENDED
W TH EMERGENCY CLAUSE
SI GNED MARCH 4, 2002



