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SENATE MEMORI AL 1

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

I NTRODUCED BY
Mary Kay Papen

A MEMORI AL
RECOGNI ZI NG CLARA R. APCDACA AND REQUESTI NG THE GOVERNOR TO
PLACE A PLAQUE I N HER HONOR I N THE GOVERNOR S ART GALLERY.

WHEREAS, Clara R Apodaca, a native New Mexi can born,
rai sed and educated in the Las Cruces area, belongs to a
prom nent Hi spanic fam |y whose ancestry dates to before the
signing of the Treaty of Guadal upe Hi dalgo in 1848; and

WHEREAS, Clara R Apodaca, as the first |ady of New
Mexico from 1975 to 1978, felt that our tricultural heritage
and art shoul d be made avail abl e and accessible to all New
Mexi cans; and

VWHEREAS, by establishing the governor's art gallery on
the fourth floor of the capitol in April 1975, she clearly
denmonstrated a commtnent to support and encourage this unique
resource of New Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, in an attenpt to pronote other facets of New
Mexico's art world, Clara R Apodaca schedul ed "brown bag"
recitals in the capitol rotunda that enconpassed everyt hing

fromjazz to opera, chanmber nusic to bluegrass, ballet to
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fl amenco and nusical theater; and

WHEREAS, as the first |ady of New Mexico, she was a
dedi cated comunity | eader who served on the advisory counci
for the Santa Fe festival of the arts, was a nenber of the
wormren's board of the nuseum of New Mexi co, served as state
chairman for the Anerican cancer society and founded the
"First Lady's Day for the Physically Challenged" at the state
fair in 1977; and

WHEREAS, Clara R Apodaca served as the state cul tural
affairs officer under Governor Toney Anaya's admn nistration,
directing the opening of the natural history nuseumin
Al buquer que; and

WHEREAS, Clara R Apodaca served with distinction in the
federal governnent in Washington, D.C. in the dinton
adm ni strati on and as general assistant to the chairman of the
denpcratic national commttee; and

WHEREAS, Clara R Apodaca is on the board of directors of
the Hitachi foundation, Hi spanics in philanthropy, the
Washi ngton performng arts society, the Jeff Apodaca
cel ebration of Iife foundation and the Wite House m |l ennium
conm Ssi on;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE
OF NEW MEXI CO that recognition be extended to Clara R
Apodaca, a |l oving and devoted nother of five and grandnot her
of six, for her distinguished career and | eadership across New
Mexi co and our nation in pronmoting culture and the arts; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the governor be requested to
pl ace a plaque at the governor's art gallery in recognition of

its founder, Clara R Apodaca; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat

transmtted to Clara R Apodaca,

of fice of cultural
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affairs.

copies of this menorial be

to the governor and to the



