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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill 
 
House Bill 978 would remove law enforcement powers from the livestock inspectors employed 
by the New Mexico Livestock Board. Further, the bill amends both the Livestock Code and the  
Criminal Code to require the Livestock Board to enter into joint powers agreements with county 
sheriffs and the Department of Public Safety to enforce criminal violations of the Livestock 
Code. 
 
     Significant Issues 
 
The Livestock Board mission, part of which reads “. . . to prevent the theft or illegal movement 
of livestock,” would be drastically changed with the passage of this bill. According to the Board, 
this bill will eliminate the agency ability to seize estrays (livestock whose owner is unknown), 
investigate and return them to the rightful owner.  Additionally, the agency reports that HB 978 
will remove the board’s authority to enforce quarantines, make arrests, perform road-stops, write 
citations for violations, and conduct investigations of crimes involving livestock. 
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FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
House Bill 978 does not contain an appropriation. 
 
Enactment of the bill could decrease expenditures for the Livestock Board. The agency would no 
longer be required to send its trainees to the Law Enforcement Academy, nor cover the cost of 
continuing education for its certified inspectors. However, it is not clear if the agency would be 
required to compensate county sheriffs or the DPS for those services provided. 
 
CONFLICT 
 
The Department of Game and Fish reports the following issue: 
 

Conflict between 30-18-14 and 29-1-1, 29-1-2 NMSA 1978.  The first seems to indicate 
officers may enforce the provisions…, while the latter indicates that “It is hereby de-
clared to be the duty of every sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable and every other peace of-
ficer to investigate all violations of the criminal laws of the state which are called to the 
attention of any such officer or of which he is aware… (29-1-1 NMSA 1978).” 
 
Also required is “that it shall be the duty of all sheriffs, deputy sheriffs and constables, in 
their respective counties, to employ all lawful means to immediately trace and discover 
all livestock and other property which may have been stolen or unlawfully taken from the 
possession of the true owner thereof (29-1-2 NMSA 1978). 
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