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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

Senate Bill 204 amends portions of NMSA 1978, § 60-2C-2 and 60-2C-7 by removing the defi-
nition of “wildlands’ and broadens the authority of municipalities to regulate and prohibit the
sale, possession, or use of any permissible firework within their jurisdiction.

SB 204 includes an emergency clause.

Significant |ssues

If SB 204 is implemented, municipalities and counties are no longer required to hold determina-
tion hearings prior to enforcing use restrictions or banning fireworks sales due to extreme or s
vere drought conditions. Instead, it empowers governing bodies to ban the use of fireworks on
wildlands within their jurisdiction after consultations with the State Forester.
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ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

According to the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD), this bill would
not create a significant administrative impact on their Forestry Division.

RELATIONSHIP

House Bill 454 specifies that counties and municipalities may restrict or ban fireworks.

OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

The term possession is added to NMSA 1978, § 60-2C-7, to address situations in which fire-
works are sold in one jurisdiction and then brought into another where they would beillegal, thus

allowing law enforcement officers to seize such fireworks.
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