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SUMMARY 
 

Synopsis of Bill 
 
House Bill 159 proposes to include fine arts education in kindergarten through sixth grade at 
least one day per week. The bill would accomplish this by amending the following sections of 
the statutes. 
 
Section 22-8-23.5 NMSA 1978 would include fine arts education in kindergarten through the 
sixth grade and change the cost differential factor for the fine arts education program units from 
0.0332 to 0.5. 
 
Section 22-13-1 NMSA 1978 would specify that school districts and charter schools are required 
to offer opportunities for kindergarten through sixth grade students to participate in fine arts 
activities including visual arts, music, theater and dance. 
 
Section 22-15D-2 NMSA 1978 is would have statutory language changed require school districts 
and state-chartered charter schools to offer opportunities for kindergarten through sixth grade. 
 
Section 22-15D-5 NMSA 1978 would have statutory language changed to specify that schools 
shall prepare and submit a fine arts education program plan to the PED. 
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FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
House Bill 159 makes no appropriations. The bill does propose to increase the allocation of 
funding for fine arts education by increasing the cost differential factor. The cost differential 
factor for other programs would likely be allocated proportional decreases. 
 
House Bill 159 does not propose to add a new subject to the curriculum, but no estimate of the 
cost of a changeover (if any) is available. 
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