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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Resolution 
 
Senate Joint Resolution 8 (SJR8) grants legislative approval of a cession of “concurrent 
legislative jurisdiction” to the United States regarding the Petroglyph National Monument and 
the Valles Caldera National Preserve, contingent on a similar cession by the United States to 
New Mexico. The resolution defines “concurrent legislative jurisdiction” as shared authority 
over criminal laws, public powers, and tax laws.  
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
SJR8 allows federal and state law enforcement officers to enforce both state and federal law on 
the Petroglyph National Monument and the Valles Caldera National Preserve. This could result 
in additional costs to state or local entities in some situations and cost-savings in others. 
Increased costs could occur if state or local officers respond to calls from the federal properties. 
However, savings would be realized if a federal officer identifies activity in violation of state law 
and the officer issues a citation or makes an arrest rather than contacting a state or local officer to 
do so. Additionally, the resulting prosecution could occur in federal court saving the state 
additional resources.  
 
 
 



Senate Joint Resolution 8 – Page 2 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
The language in the resolution provides that both New Mexico and the United States would cede 
concurrent legislative jurisdiction to each other, pursuant to the provisions of Section 19-2-2 
NMSA 1978. That statute provides a procedure for jurisdiction transfers. First, the United States 
shall file a notice of intention to acquire or relinquish legislative jurisdiction with the governor, 
who shall provide a copy to the attorney general and request comments and recommendations. 
Second, the governor shall transmit the notice and recommendations from both the governor and 
the attorney general to the Legislature which may adopt a resolution to approve the transfer.  
 
AGO analysis states it is “not clear from the wording who retains jurisdiction (the United States 
or New Mexico) and it should be made explicit which sovereign now has sole jurisdiction over 
these two national park areas.” However, the language in SJR8 does reflect resolutions passed in 
1981 and 1993 which are attached.  
 
A letter from the National Parks Service (NPS) to the Department of Public Safety is attached 
requesting cession of concurrent legislative jurisdiction pursuant to statute. Letters from the 
Albuquerque Police Department and the Bernalillo and Sandoval county sheriffs in support of 
the cession of concurrent jurisdiction are also attached. The letter from the Bernalillo County 
Sherriff states that cession of concurrent jurisdiction does not limit the state’s right to exercise its 
jurisdiction, but allows NPS officers “to enforce additional criminal statutes and to assimilate 
state law where no applicable federal law or regulation exists.” 
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                Douglas C. Wood                                                                                                     Karl R. Wiese  
                         Sheriff                                                                                                                 Undersheriff 

 
Sandoval County Sheriff’s Office 

P. O. Box 5219 
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004 

Main 505-867-7526    Fax 505-867-7608  
 

January 13, 2017 
 
Gregory J. Fouratt 
Cabinet Secretary 
Department of Public Safety 
P.O. Box 1628 
Santa Fe, NM 87504-1628 
 
Dear Secretary Fouratt: 
 
Currently, all National Park Service units in New Mexico with the exception of Petroglyph and Valles 
Caldera are working under concurrent jurisdiction which was granted by the state.  There is now an 
opportunity to create concurrent jurisdiction for both Petroglyph and Valles Caldera which are currently 
operating under proprietary jurisdiction. 
 
The approval of contemplated legislative efforts to this effect would enhance the ability of the National 
Park Service Law Enforcement Rangers to protect and serve both the visiting public and the resources on 
their respective areas.  In addition it could better serve both of our organizations by increasing the law 
enforcement effectiveness without additional demands on their field staff.  This legislation would also 
further support our current MOU with the National Park Service to assist each other in providing law 
enforcement services and the sharing of resources and information.  
  
We strongly support providing Concurrent Legislative Jurisdiction to Valles Caldera National Preserve.   
It is our understanding that under this jurisdictional status, the United States and the State of New 
Mexico would jointly hold and exercise all rights accorded to a sovereign, with the broad qualification 
that such authority is held concurrently.  Both State of New Mexico and Federal criminal codes, 
including county ordinances, would apply to Valles Caldera National Preserve under this legislative 
jurisdiction.  All state law enforcement agencies and the federal government would be able to enforce 
their respective codes. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office has enjoyed a positive working relationship with all of the Federal agencies that 
operate within Sandoval County, to include the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Corps of 
Engineers, BIA, FBI and the National Park Service.  This legislation will allow for more efficient conduct of 
the State of New Mexico, county and federal law enforcement functions within Valles Caldera National 
Preserve. 
 
We appreciate your attention to this matter and hope that you will support this legislation. 
Sincerely, 

     

Douglas C. Wood     Karl R. Wiese 
Sheriff       Undersheriff 


