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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of SRC Amendment 
 
The Senate Rules Committee Amendment to Senate Bill 469 strikes language in section 1 
regarding the acquisition of right to “Chile Verde Rock.” 
 
 The amendment inserts new section clarifying the effective date as July 1, 2019, and when the 
rights of the song are donated to the state. 
 
The Department of Cultural Affairs will oversee the donation and notify the New Mexico 
Compilation Department when the rights are transferred to the state. 
 
     Synopsis of Original Bill 
 
Senate Bill 469 creates a new section of Chapter 12, Article 3 NMSA 1978 to add “Chile Verde 
Rock” as the state chile song. The bill also provides lyrics for the song. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
This bill states New Mexico would acquire “ownership and copyright or perpetual license” of 
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“Chile Verde Rock”.  The song has been registered with the United States Copyright Office and 
prices would have to be negotiated with the current owner, Uvaldo Eloy Olonia.1  
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
Currently, every state has a state song. section 12-3-5 NMSA 1973 has the words and music of 
the song written by Elizabeth Garrett, entitled, "O, Fair New Mexico", as the state song. 
 
Section 12-3-6 NMSA 1973 makes the words and music of "Asi Es Nuevo Mejico," written by 
Amadeo Lucero, the Spanish language state song. 
 
Though not a song, section 12-3-10 NMSA 1973 makes the words and music of "Land of 
Enchantment - New Mexico", written by Michael Martin Murphy, Chick Raines and Don Cook, 
the official state ballad. 
 
Section 12-3-12 NMSA 1973 adopts the words and music of "New Mexico -- Mi Lindo Nuevo 
Mexico", written by Pablo Mares, as the state bilingual song. 
 
Section 12-3-19 NMSA 1973 has the words and music of "Under New Mexico Skies", written by 
Syd Masters, be the official state cowboy song. 
 
 RELATIONSHIP 
 
Senate Bill 386 amends section 12-3-4 NMSA 1978 to adopt the wedding dance, “La Marcha de 
Los Novios”, as the state dance of the state of New Mexico. Both bills would add a new state 
symbol. 
 
In 2017, Senator Campos proposed “Chile Verde Rock” as the official state chile song in 
SM126, though it died in committee.   
 
WHAT WILL BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF NOT ENACTING THIS BILL 
 
New Mexico would have no state chile song. 
 
CW/gb/sb               

                                                      
1 The SRC amendment clarifies the rights will be donated to New Mexico. 


