
 
LFC Requester: Scott Sanchez 

 
AGENCY BILL ANALYSIS 
2024 REGULAR SESSION             

 
WITHIN 24 HOURS OF BILL POSTING, EMAIL ANALYSIS TO: 

 
LFC@NMLEGIS.GOV 

 

and  
 

DFA@STATE.NM.US 
 

{Include the bill no. in the email subject line, e.g., HB2, and only attach one bill analysis and 
related documentation per email message} 

 
SECTION I:  GENERAL INFORMATION 
{Indicate if analysis is on an original bill, amendment, substitute or a correction of a previous bill} 
 

Check all that apply:  Date 
 

2/1/24 
Original X Amendment   Bill No: HB309 
Correction  Substitute     
 

Sponsor: Rep. James Townsend  

Agency Name 
and Code 
Number: 

HCA-630 

Short 
Title: 

EMERGENCY ORDER 
EXEMPTIONS 

 Person Writing 
 

Chris Foster 
 Phone: 505-827-1335 Email

 
christophert.foster@hsd.nm.gov 

 
SECTION II:  FISCAL IMPACT 
 

APPROPRIATION (dollars in thousands) 
 

Appropriation  Recurring 
or Nonrecurring 

Fund 
Affected FY24 FY25 

$0.0 $0.0 NA NA 
 (Parenthesis ( ) Indicate Expenditure Decreases) 
 

REVENUE (dollars in thousands) 
 

Estimated Revenue  Recurring 
or 

Nonrecurring 

Fund 
Affected FY24 FY25 FY26 

$0.0 $0.0 $0.0 NA NA 
 (Parenthesis ( ) Indicate Expenditure Decreases) 
 

ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT (dollars in thousands) 
 

 FY24 FY25 FY26 3 Year 
Total Cost 

Recurring or 
Nonrecurring 

Fund 
Affected 

mailto:LFC@NMLEGIS.GOV
mailto:DFA@STATE.NM.US


Total $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 NA NA 
(Parenthesis ( ) Indicate Expenditure Decreases) 
 
SECTION III:  NARRATIVE 
 
BILL SUMMARY 

Synopsis: 
This Bill would make changes to four code sections that address the Governor’s emergency 
powers (All Hazard, Public Health Emergency, Riot Control and Energy Emergency) that 
would specify exemption to match the most lenient of other exemptions to be also allowed 
for religious entities as identified under the federal tax code. This would also allow legal 
action against the state for breach and also allow punitive damages in some circumstances. 

 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
None 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
This Bill responds to actions taken by the Executive during the Covid-19 Public Health 
Emergency. The Bill would constrain the Executive from tailored rulemaking during an 
emergency. Depending on the nature of an emergency (e.g. highly contagious pathogen) an 
exception for religious gatherings may undermine public safety. that a more precise, tailored 
response would give. This Bill may limit options in the difficult task of applying the least 
restrictive and most effective policies during an emergency. Additionally, opening this area up to 
litigation may result in high legal expenses incurred by the state. 
 
PERFORMANCE IMPLICATIONS 
None 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
None 
 
CONFLICT, DUPLICATION, COMPANIONSHIP, RELATIONSHIP 
None 
 
TECHNICAL ISSUES 
None 
 
OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 
This Bill could allow large gatherings with increased hazard of aerosol infection should Covid 19 
surge or another pandemic propagate. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
None 
 
WHAT WILL BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF NOT ENACTING THIS BILL 
Status Quo. 
 
AMENDMENTS 
None 
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