AN ACT
RELATI NG TO AGRI CULTURAL LABORERS; PROVIDING FOR A M Nl MUM

LENGTH OF SHORT- HANDLED HCES; | MPCSI NG A CRI M NAL PENALTY.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. M N MUM LENGTH OF HOE HANDLES. - -

A.  An enployer of agricultural |aborers shall not
require an enployee to use a hoe that has a handl e shorter
than four feet while perform ng agricultural |abor that
i ncl udes weedi ng, thinning or hot-capping in a stooped,
kneeling or squatting position for a comercial farmng
operation.

B. An enployer who viol ates Subsection A of this
section is guilty of a m sdenmeanor and shall be sentenced
pursuant to the provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978.

C. This section does not apply to an enpl oyer
engaged in the operation of a greenhouse or nursery.

HB 53
Page 1



