AN ACT

RELATI NG TO HUVMAN RI GHTS; AMENDI NG SECTI ONS OF THE NWVBA 1978

TO PROVI DE FOR PUBLI C ACCESS FOR ASSI STANCE ANl MVALS AND THEI R

TRAI NERS.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 28-11-2 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1989,
Chapter 242, Section 1) is anmended to read:
"28-11-2. DEFINITIONS. --As used in Section 28-11-3
NMSA 1978, "qualified assistance ani mal" neans:
A. a dog trained or being trained by a recognized
school for training dogs to assist persons with disabilities;
B. an aninmal recognized as a service ani ma
pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990; or
C. any other aninmal approved by the governor's
comm ttee on concerns of the handi capped as acceptable in
public places and trained to provide sone special assistance
to a person with a disability."
Section 2. Section 28-11-3 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1989,
Chapter 242, Section 2) is anended to read:
"28-11-3. ADM TTANCE OF QUALI FI ED ASSI STANCE ANI MALS. -
-Notwi t hst andi ng any other provision of law, a qualified
assi stance animal shall be admtted to any buil ding open to
the public and to all public acconmodati ons such as

restaurants, hotels, hospitals, swi mmng pools, stores,

HB 364
Page 1



common carriers and theaters; provided that the qualified
assi stance aninmal is under the control of a person with a
disability or a trainer of assistance animals. No person
shall be required to pay any additional charges for his
qgual i fi ed assistance animal, but shall be liable for any

damage done by his qualified assistance aninmal."
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