AN ACT
MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON TO THE WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON
ADM NI STRATI ON FOR A STUDY OF THE PERMANENT PARTI AL
DI SABI LI TY AND RETURN TO WORK SYSTEMS UNDER THE WORKERS'
COVPENSATI ON ACT AND THE NEW MEXI CO OCCUPATI ONAL DI SEASE
DI SABLEMENT LAW DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. APPROPRI ATION. --Two hundred twenty-five
t housand dol l ars ($225,000) is appropriated fromthe
wor kers' conpensation adm nistration assessnment fund to the
wor kers' conpensation adm nistration for expenditure in
fiscal years 2000 and 2001 for the purpose of contracting
for a study of the permanent partial disability and return
to work systens in New Mexico. The director of the workers
conmpensation adm ni stration may contract with an i ndependent
organi zation to conduct the study and seek conparisons with
ot her workers' conpensation jurisdictions and the | abor
department to provide specific wage data for claimnts
included in the study. The director shall require the
contractor to prepare and publish a report of the findings
and recommendati ons of the study and shall distribute the
report to the legislature, the governor, the workers
conmpensati on advi sory council and the workers' conpensation
adm ni stration. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance
remai ning at the end of fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the
wor kers' conpensati on adm ni stration assessnent fund.
Section 2. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i mredi atel y.
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