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NOTE: As provided in LFC policy, this report is intended for use by the standing finance committees of the 
legislature.  The Legislative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of the 
information in this report when used in any other situation.

The LFC is only preparing FIRs on bills referred to the Senate Finance Committee, the Senate Ways and Means 
Committee, the House Appropriations and Finance Committee and the House Taxation and Revenue Committee. 
The chief clerks are responsible for preparing and issuing all other bill analyses.

Only the most recent FIR version, excluding attachments, is available on the Intranet. Previously issued FIRs and 
attachments may be obtained from the LFC office in Room 416 of the State Capitol Building.

F I S C A L I M P A C T R E P O R T

SPONSOR: Heaton DATE TYPED: 05/05/99 HB 11
SHORT TITLE: Optimal Preschool & Family Support Programs SB

ANALYST: Fernandez

APPROPRIATION

Appropriation Contained Estimated Additional Impact Recurring

or Non-Rec

Fund

Affected
FY99 FY2000 FY99 FY2000

$ 4,500.0 Recurring GF

(Parenthesis ( ) Indicate Expenditure Decreases)

Relates to SB2/SFCS 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

State Department of Public Education (SDE)

SUMMARY

Synopsis of SFl Substitute

This bill creates a new section of the public school code to provide an optional preschool and family 
support program to ensure that children receive the support they need both at home and at school so 
that, when they enter first grade they are prepared to learn. This bill also amends the Public School 
Finance Act to provide additional program units for early childhood education.

Significant Issues

School districts must follow a program approval process and address specific program elements for 
students that serve children from age three through kindergarten most in need based upon-age 
appropriate assessments, address cultural diversity and provide family support education.

An approved preschool and early family support, in additional to programs already offered by school 
districts may consist of one or more of the following: pre-kindergarten half-day programs (2.5) hours 
per day); and full-day kindergarten (5 hours per day).

Approved preschool and literacy programs shall demonstrate the following components: age-
appropriate developmental activities; research-based literacy materials appropriate to the age of the 
students; effective instructional teacher techniques that incorporate the most recent research early 
childhood development; training for teachers and parents; and annual pre- and post-program 
assessments for students that clearly reveal student outcomes.

The State Board of Education is authorized to prescribe courses of instruction for preschool and 
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family support programs.

Student and family participation in preschool and early literacy programs shall be voluntary on the part 
of the parents or guardians.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

Effective from July 1, 1999 through June 30, 2001, the number of optional preschool and family 
support program units is determined by multiplying the number of children in programs for three-and 
four-year-old developmentally disabled students and the number of children in kindergarten through 
grade three by the district's at risk index multiplied by 0.865.

Effective from July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002, the number of optional preschool and family 
support program units is determined by multiplying the membership of approved preschool and family 
support programs by the district's at risk index.

The provisions of this bill are repealed effective July 1, 2002.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

SDE indicates that by July 1, 1999 SDE will develop guidelines for the approval and application 
process, disseminate the guidelines, and provide technical assistance in developing proposals. 
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