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HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL 3

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 1999
| NTRODUCED BY

Patsy Trujillo Knauer

A JO NT MEMORI AL
COMVENDI NG THE UNI TED NATI ONS FOR | TS SUCCESSFUL
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF NEEDED REFORM5 AND REQUESTI NG THE UNI TED
STATES CONGRESS TO AUTHORI ZE AND APPROPRI ATE MONEY TO PAY THE
AMOUNTS ONED TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS BY THE UNI TED STATES OF
AMERI CA.

VWHEREAS, during the past decade, the United States
congress, in an effort to help build a better functioning,
nore effective united nations for the comng mllennium has
urged the united nations to take neani ngful steps toward
reformng itself by: reducing inefficiencies, streamining the
organi zation, elimnating budgetary growth, reducing
secretariat staff, working to reduce united nations costs
borne by the United States, refocusing devel opnent efforts in
support of open trade and free markets and taking on new and
energi ng gl obal scale challenges |like drug trafficking, crine,
terrorismand environnental protection; and

VWHEREAS, a strong and effective united nations, according

to the council of foreign relations, remains an inportant part
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of a strong and effective Anerican foreign policy, as it has
since its founding in 1945; and
WHEREAS, the united nati ons has made denobnstrabl e
progress and shown good faith in noving to conply with
Ameri can requests by:
reducing its staff by nore than twenty percent in the
past decade, elimnating nore than three thousand
positions in the united nations secretari at,
i ncl udi ng one thousand in the past several years;
adopting a no-growth budget since 1994 and reducing the
uni ted nations regul ar budget by one hundred
twenty-three mllion dollars ($123,000,000) inits
nmost recent budget cycle;
appoi nting an inspector general to root out waste, fraud
and abuse, saving nmore than eighty mllion dollars
($80, 000, 000) and meki ng numerous inmprovenents in
organi zati onal operations;
consolidating a wide variety of functions, including nore
than twel ve secretariat departnments' executive
units;
appoi nting an efficiency board, akin to the United States
reinventing governnent's initiative, that has
resulted in hundreds of efficiency inprovenents and
mllions of dollars in savings; and
attracting dynam c new | eaders to head key united
nati ons agenci es and i nprove overall managenent of
the united nations system and
WHEREAS, with the end of the cold war and the rapid

growt h of econom c gl obalization, the united nations is nore
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i nportant than ever as a forumfor peace, progress and
prosperity, particularly as the international institution
capabl e of bringing all nations together to set basic
standards that are prerequisites to trade, to work on common
gl obal challenges like terrorismand the drug trade, to
pronmote the health and well-being of the world' s children, to
uphol d basic human rights, to feed the hungry, to respond to
natural disasters, to devel op peacekeepi ng operati ons and
medi ate conflict and to address gl obal health chall enges Iike
polio, malaria and mal nutrition; and

WHEREAS, the executive and | egislative branches of the
United States have suggested that united nations reformwould
ef fectuate paynent of United States past dues, which the
United States is legally bound to honor and which now total
nore than one billion dollars ($1, 000,000, 000), or
approxi mately one year of operations for the united nations
secretariat;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that in recognition of the rapidly
i ncreasing inportance of the united nations to the future
stability of the world and to the future security and
prosperity of the United States and other nations, and in
recognition of the united nations's nmarked progress and good
faith work toward conplying with the United States reform
requests, the United States congress be conmrended for its role
in helping to reformthe united nations, and that the united
nations be commended for its successful inplementation of
t hese i nportant and needed reforns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States congress be
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petitioned to authorize and appropriate noney sufficient to
pay amounts owed by the United States to the united nations,
now in arrears, and in addition, that the transfer of these
funds to the united nations be authorized by the United States
congress in the current budget cycle; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED t hat copies of this menorial be
transmtted to the nenbers of the New Mexi co congressiona
del egation and the nenbers of the United States delegation to

the united nations.
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