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SENATE MEMORIAL 2

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 1999
| NTRODUCED BY

Carl os R Cisneros

A MEMORI AL
PROCLAI M NG MAY 4 AS NEW MEXI CO TEACHER DAY | N HONOR OF
NATI ONAL TEACHER DAY.

WHEREAS, Thomas Jefferson said that "Above all things, |
hope the education of the conmon people will be attended to;
convinced that on their good sense we may rely with nost
security for the preservation of a due degree of |iberty.";
and

VWHEREAS, John F. Kennedy said that "The course of
civilization is a race between catastrophe and education. In
a denocracy such as ours, we nust make sure that education
wins the race."; and

VWHEREAS, teachers keep Anmerican denocracy alive by |aying
the foundation for good citizenship; and

VWHEREAS, in 1953, the eighty-first congress established
Tuesday of the first full week in May, which this year falls
on May 4, as national teacher day; and

WHEREAS, Mattye Whyte Wodridge, an Arkansas teacher

initiated the idea of national teacher day by witing El eanor
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Roosevelt in 1944 and suggesting a need to honor teachers with
a national day of recognition; and

VWHEREAS, May 2 through May 8, 1999 is teacher
appreci ati on week; and

WHEREAS, teachers play critical roles in all our lives,
preparing us for careers, citizenship and famly roles, and we
are influenced throughout our lives by the | eadership,
know edge and notivation they provide; and

VWHEREAS, the quality of teaching influences the future;
and

VWHEREAS, New Mexico is bl essed by sonme of the best
teachers in the country, ranking sixth in the percentage of
teachers certified by the national board for professiona
t eachi ng standards; and

VWHEREAS, Elaine Giffin, 1995 national teacher of the
year, said, "Public education is the |ink between our nation
and our dreamof liberty and justice for all.";

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE
OF NEW MEXI CO that May 4, 1999 be procl ai mred New Mexi co
teacher day and that all New Mexicans be requested to give
appreciation and recognition to teachers; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED t hat copies of this menorial be
transmtted to the state board of education and the governor.
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