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SENATE MEMORIAL 5

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 1999

| NTRODUCED BY
Pet e Canpos

A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THAT THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUVAN SERVI CES RESCIND | TS RULE ON THE ALLOCATI ON AND
DI STRI BUTI ON OF ORGANS FOR ORGAN TRANSPLANTATI ON

VWHEREAS, approximately thirty New Mexi cans di e each year
awai ti ng organs for transplant because of the shortage of
organs for organ transpl antation; and

VWHEREAS, there are approximately three hundred New
Mexi cans on the waiting list for transplants at the present
tinme; and

WHEREAS, the present systemfor the allocation and
di stribution of organs for transplantation that is used
t hroughout the country has been desi gned by the consensus of
transpl ant professionals, transplant recipients and donor
famlies to serve the interests of the vast majority of
patients awaiting transplants, and that systemrecogni zes the
appropri ateness of considering the geographic | ocation of
gift-of-life recipients and donors; and

WHEREAS, the United States departnent of health and human
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services adopted a rule to change that system and require
organs to be offered nationally rather than locally or
regionally; and

WHEREAS, congress included a provision in the fiscal year
1999 appropriation bill to delay inplenentation of the rule at
| east until Cctober 1999; and

VWHEREAS, the departnent of health and human services's
rule will alter the current distribution systemto the
apparent benefit of a small nunber of transplant centers; and

VWHEREAS, al t hough New Mexi co has organ transplant centers
with the expertise to performorgan transplantation in the
state, those centers would not benefit fromthe proposed
change; and

WHEREAS, the rule will adversely affect the health and
wel | -bei ng of New Mexico citizens by denying themlifesaving
transplants or forcing themto travel and reside far from
home, at extraordi nary expense, and by denying themthe care
that can be provided by transplant centers in New Mexico; and

WHEREAS, other states have reacted to the rule by filing
| awsuits to block inplenentation of the rule or by enacting
| aws that require in-state donation first;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE
OF NEW MEXI CO that the United States secretary of health and
human services be urged to rescind the rule and let the
current systemremain in place while the state seek | ess
damagi ng solutions to the problem of too-scarce organ
donati ons; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED t hat the secretary be encouraged

to redouble the departnent's efforts to i nprove the nunber of
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organ donati ons nati onwi de through aggressive education
campai gns and ot her means; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED t hat copies of this menorial be
transmtted to the Honorable Donna E. Shal al a, secretary of
heal t h and hurman services; the New Mexico procurenent
organi zati on; the New Mexico departnent of health; the New
Mexi co hospital association; and the New Mexi co nedi cal

soci ety.
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